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YOU'RE INVITED 
The time: 1920 to 1940 
The place: Ohio - Oberlin, Canfield, and Waynesville 
The subJect: Ohio newspaper reports of homicide and suicide, with 
a few other items added 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
"The maJority of people were hit and hit hard. They were 
mentally disturbed you're bound to know, 'cause they didn't know 
when the end of all this was comin'. There was a lot of suicides 
that I know of. From nothin' else but Just they couldn't see any 
hope for a better tomorrow." 
Mary Owsley, in Hard Times, p. 46 
The sun '11 come out tomorrow, 
Bet your bottom dollar that tomorrow, 
There'll be sun 
"Thomas Courtney, who lives on the Maffit place on the Lytle road, 
and has been ill for the past six months, became very despondent 
and took his life Tuesday Afternoon. He had worked all of the 
morning in the hay field, and after dinner he wandered off. The 
family became suspicious, and started off on a hunt for him, and 
found him under a clump of willows in a ravine south of the 
house." 
Miami Gazette, July 21, 1920 
OLD CANFIELD TOWN HALL SCENE OF FATAL SHOOTING 
Mike Bort shot and killed Morris Matlas of Youngstown at 9 
p.m. Friday evening. There was bad feeling over a deal in 
horses. They were members of the same firm and suspected each 
other of wrongful dealings. 
-- Mahoning Dispatch, June 12, 1936 
MRS. HARDING TAKES OWN LIFE 
Mrs. Cora M. Harding, 65, widow of the late John M. Harding, 
former prosecuting attorney of Lorain County, was found dead at 
her home in Lorain Sunday night, with a revolver in her hand and 
a bullet through her head. The coroner returned a verdict of 
suicide. Mrs. Harding lived alone and had been dead several 
days. Mr. Harding died in 1934. 
-- Oberlin News-Tribune, May 18, 1937 
Russell Freeman, 31, swallowed lysol. He worked in a barbershop 
and was an excellent workman. His family said he was not acting 
right since the holidays. He is the youngest of ten children. 
-- Mahoning Dispatch, January 20, 1928 
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George W. Dewey, a resident of Oberlin shot himself through the 
head, using a shot gun. He was 71 years old. He had tried to 
kill himself once before, it is thought that the reason for his 
suicide is grief over the death of his wife. 
-- Oberlin News, April 19, 1923 
FATAL ENDING TO POKER GAME: Negro shot winner of poker game. 
Took money. Had a record of criminal activities. 
-- Oberlin News, April 2, 1925 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
SEVEN LOSE LEAVE BY ACTION OF COLLEGE 
Seven professors were denied sabat ticals so that the college 
can cut down on expenses. They are permitted to take sabatticals 
without pay, if they want. 
Oberlin News, May 4, 1921 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
The musical 'Annie' was produced in April, 1977. Based 
on Little Orphan Annie of Harold Gray's comic strip of 
the thirties, it is a demonstration of a current belief 
that there was hope, even in the depths of the 
depression. This sentiment is perhaps best expressed 
in the song WTomorrow. W 
Woods Laver, a freshman at Oberlin College took his life by 
poisoning himself in his room at the Men's building early Monday 
morning. No apparent cause could be found. His roommate heard 
the body fall and went for help from the house manager, but Laver 
died before the doctor arrived. He had Just spent a happy 
weekend at his home in Akron and he left many farewell notes. 
-- Oberlin News-Tribune, May 18, 1937 
HANGS HIMSELF IN JAIL 
"Norman Terrell, 45, of Butternut Ridge, hung himself in the 
Elyria Jail last week when he was arrested on a charge of driving 
his car while intoxicated. Terrell was a farmer." 
-- Oberlin News, May 12, 1927 
E. Wight Bakke reports that one of the subJects of his studies 
became a cemetery lot salesman because he figured everybody had 
to die, "and, so far as he could see, Just about as many people 
die during a depression as any other time" 
-- Bakke, Unemployed Worker. p. 214 
DOUBLE TRAGEDY: caused by Jealousy. Divorced man and divorced 
woman die in Dayton. Man shot woman and then committed suicide. 
Man from Waynesville. 
-- Miami Gazette, March 17, 1926 
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ATTEMPTED HOLD UP 
"Miss Mary Elmore was walking on the sidewalk near her home on 
Morg~n Street Monday night when a man threw a flashlight in her 
face and ordered her to throw up her hands. Miss Elmore thought 
the man was a neighbor attempting a Joke and she pushed him to 
one side. When the command was repeated she again pushed the man 
aside. Another woman approached by this time and the fellow took 
to his heels. " 
-- Oberlin News, March 3, 1927 
"A tramp printer, 56, unidentified, committed suicide by cutting 
his throat with a pocket knife at Wellington last Saturday night. 
He was released Saturday morning from the village Jail at 
Wellington, where he had been kept the night before for 
protection from the cold. n 
-- Oberlin News, March 24, 1927 
TAKES OWN LIFE 
"Ill health is assigned as a cause for the suicide of Eugene 
Lewis, 63, Spencer farmer, who cut his throat." 
Oberlin News, April 29, 1926 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
IF YOU HAVE WORK, CALL NEWS-TRIBUNE 
Names have been sent into the office of men desiring work. They 
need work in order to buy food. So, if you need workers, let us 
know. 
* 
Oberlin News-Tribune, March 27, 1930 
* * * * * * * * 
Just thinking about tomorrow, 
Clears away the cobwebs and the sorrow 
'Til there's none. 
* * 
PITTSFIELD MAN, DESPONDENT, TAKES HIS LIFE WITH POISON 
Frank Sheffield, 40, died of a dose of Paris Green and exposure. 
He was despondent because of recent ill health. Early in the 
morning he took poison, wandered in the woods in his night 
clothes until he was found and taken home, where he died. 
Oberlin News, March 1, 1923 
BEATS GIRL WHEN ATTACK REPULSED 
Mary Iler, 22, was hitchiking back here from Chicago and was 
beaten by an unknown negro about 1 a.m. outside town. 
-- Oberlin News-Tribune March 6, 1936 
March 10: the report Mary Iler made of an attack was 
repudiated. The assault was actually an attempt to kill her by 
her paramour via a hired man. 
8 
"I didn't want to go on relief. Believe me, when I was forced to 
go to the office of the relief, the tears were running out of my 
eyes. I couldn't bear myself to take money from anybody for 
nothing. If it wasn't for those kids -- I tell you the truth 
many a time it came to my mind to go commit suicide. Than go ask 
for relief. But somebody has to take care of those kids." 
-- Ben Isaacs, in Hard Times. p. 425 
"John Shultz, 50, well known and highly respected in this 
community, was found dead at his home on the Bellbrook road, two 
miles northwest of here, Tuesday night. Coroner H. M. Williams 
reported Mr. Schultz had ended his life with a shotgun. The body 
was found by neighbors." 
-- Miami Gazette, March 16, 1939 
HOWARD THOMAS, 25, TAKES LIFE BY SHOOTING WHILE DESPONDENT; 
WAS SENIOR IN THE CONSERVATORY 
"Howard L. Thomas of Piqua, a senior in Oberlin Conservatory of 
Music, died at Allen hospital about 10 o'clock Monday morning as 
a result of a wound inflicted when he shot himself some time 
Sunday night. Thomas used a 22 calibre target pistol and sent a 
pistol into his brain [sicl. Investigation by the coroner 
disclosed the fact that he had purchased the gun at an Oberlin 
store Saturday night. 
"Thomas was found unconscious in his small coupe by the side 
of the road on Morgan street near the Oberlin Golf club grounds. 
It is believed that he shot himself late on Sunday night. Dr. 
Miller, who was called when Thomas was removed to the Allen 
hospital, states that Thomas' wound was fatal, but that exposure 
after the shooting hastened his death. 
"Thomas was found at 6 a.m. Monday. It is thought he shot 
himself about 10 p.m. Sunday. 
"Thomas, who was 25 and considered a brilliant student, left 
a letter to his mother in which he stated that he was taking his 
life because he was a nervous wreck and feared he would lose his 
mind. One instructor who had Thomas in his classes stated that 
he had seemed normal in recent days, while another thought he had 
not been entirely normal for two weeks or more. He was to have 
given his senior recital Tuesday evening. 
Oberlin News, May 2, 1929 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
In 1933, relief was working well in Ohio: in Oberlin the highest 
number of families in need - 150 - was reduced to only 48. 
Oberlin News May 11, 1933 
* * * * * * * * * 
GUARD SHOT: Merchant policeman shot by burglars. 
when making his rounds. Fight, guard shot. 
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When I'm stuck with a day that's gray and lonely 
I Just stick out my chin and grin and say 
The sun'll come out tomorrow 
Walter J. Byers, 60, was zound shot to death in an orchard upon a 
neighboring zarm, a gun at his side. The coroner returned a 
verdict oz suicide. 
Mahoning Dispatch, June 9, 1939 
J.W. HAWKINS DROWNS HIMSELF IN PLUM CREEK 
"J.W. Hawkins, colored, committed suicide by drowning in 
Plum Creek late Friday night or early Saturday morning. He had 
been in poor health zor several weeks and it is thought that 
despondency over his illness caused him to take his lize. he was 
54 years oz age. 
"Mr. Hawkins came to Oberlin last December zrom his zormer 
home near Mount Pleasant, Ohio, and was making his home with his 
sister, Mrs. Martha Walker, 108 Locust street. Friday evening he 
disappeared zrom the Walker home and when he did not return they 
became alarmed. Relatives and zriends searched but could not 
locate him. This morning (Tuesday) local police and the 
sherizz's ozzice were notizied and an organized search was 
started. Tuesday noon the body was zound in Plum Creek in 
Caskey's Grove in about three zeet oz water. His hat, coat, and 
overcoat were on the bank oz the creek. Coroner Miles Perry was 
called and gave his verdict as suicide by drowning. 
-- Oberlin News, April 10, 1928 
C.H. HUNGERFORD TAKES OWN LIFE; FUNERAL TODAY 
Funeral services were held today zor Clarence H. Hungerzord, 
51, who took his own lize Friday evening at his home on Hamilton 
street. 
"Mr. Hungerzord had been despondent zor some time. His 
wize, Bessie, had Just ziled suit zor divorce on grounds oz 
neglect and cruelty and Mr. Hungerzord's act was believed to be 
the result oz domestic troubles. Mr. and Mrs. Hungerzord had 
been married twenty-seven years. 
"A zormal verdict oz suicide was returned Saturday by 
Coroner S.C. Ward. Hungerzord was zound lying on the zloor with 
two pillows under his head and a bullet wound above his right 
temple. A .32 calibre revolver lay by his side." 
-- Oberlin News-Tribune, April 11, 1939 
In the long run, we're all dead. 
-- John Maynard Keynes 
BECOMING DESPONDENT OVER HIS CONDITION FARMER TAKES OWN LIFE: 
Charles M. Hough, 87, hung himselz. Health had been zailing. 
Hung himselz in barn. Lezt around 9 p.m. Found 15 minutes 
later. Prosperous zarmer. Highly respected, well liked. 
-- Miami Gazette, March 15, 1934 
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YOUTH IS SHOT IN ATTEMPTED HOLD UP SUNDAY 
"Matt Gardner, one-armed gas station proprietor on the 
Oberlin road near the Elyria Country club, shot a youth Sunday 
£orenoon in an attempted hold-up o£ his station. He held two 
others in the gang until the sheri££ arrived, while a third 
youth, endeavoring to escape, was captured by County Prosecutor 
Don Myers who was playing gol£ nearby." 
-- Oberlin News-Tribune, May 21, 1931 
LEBANON MERCHANT COMMITS SUICIDE 
"Louis Fred, 63 years old, well known businessman o£ Lebanon 
who had operated a dry goods store £or 40 years, committed 
suicide by hanging himsel£ last Saturday morning. 
"He had le£t home at 7:30 a.m. When the store was £ound 
locked, £riends investigated and £ound the body hanging in a 
closet on the second £loor. Mr. Fred was born in Lithuania and 
came to the United States as a boy. 
-- Miami Gazette, March 4, 1937 
TAKES OWN LIFE 
"Mrs. Myrtle J. Clancy~ wi£e o£ William C. Clancy, £ormer 
Oberlin resident, took her life with chloro£orm as she lay in bed 
at her home at 1833 East 97th street, Cleveland, sometime Monday 
morning. Mr. Clancy, who has been working on trees for Oberlin 
College here since the ice storms of last spring, was home Sunday 
night, but left £or his work Monday morning without knowing. his 
wife was dead. Mrs. Clancy was a daughter o£ Mr. and Mrs. F. C. 
Johnson of Belle£ounte, Pa. Mr. Clancy states that her act was 
due to despondency £ollowing illness. 
-- Oberlin News, June 28, 1928 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
"A committee o£ 28 organized unemployed, headed by Dan 
Drozen, president, and Charles Sha££er, Camp Ross, waited on 
township trustee H.C. Clay Tuesday Morning at his home two miles 
north o£ the village and advised him that work o££ered on 
highways at 40 cents an hour had been re£used and that no service 
would be rendered unless pay is £ixed at 50 cents an hour. 
Teamster Spellman demanded $1 an hour for himsel£ and the team. 
Mr. Clay plainly stated his position on demands made, saying that 
as a trustee he would not countenance the demands and that unless 
work is per£ormed no grocery orders will be issued with his 
approval. There is little doubt that the other members o£ the 
board o£ trustees, E.R. Lynn and T.G. Strat£ord, will take the 
same position in the matter. " 
-- Mahoning Dispatch, May 4, 1934 
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He did not. 
leader of the Unemployed, was arrested for causing an 
He is the organizer and president of the Unemployed. 
for higher pay, but everyone else returned to work. 
He persisted and was arrested on order of the 
trustees. 
Mahoning Dispatch, June 15, 1934 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
CYRUS NEFF convicted on murder charge: for killing wife. 
Appealed case. Appeal denied. Sentenced to life imprisonment. 
-- Mahoning Dispatch, June 30, 1933 
"Andrew Matikonis, dairyman and farmer, committed suicide 
last Friday morning by hanging. His body, suspended from a rope 
fastened to a crosspiece on the second floor of the barn, was 
found by members of his family about 5 a.m. Friday. 
"Matikonis had arisen about 4 o'clock and had gone out to 
take care of his morning's work. It was an hour later when his 
body was found. He had apparently placed the rope about his neck 
and Jumped from a second story window, after first attaching the 
rope to a Joist near the window. 
"Matikonis had been in the dairy business for several years 
and had a milk route in Oberlin. He was about 50 and leaves a 
wife and several children. Coroner Perry rendered a verdict of 
death by suicide. No definite cause is known. 
-- Oberlin News, August 29, 1929 
When all is said and done, the death rate is still one hundred 
percent. 
Neal Laurance 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
The Grafton Savings and Banking Company was robbed after closing 
Saturday evening. 
-- Oberlin News, April 9, 1925 
Three men were caught trying to hold up a Toledo Bank and were 
identified as those who robbed the Grafton Bank in April. They 
were Robert Hartley, 19, William Hartley, 16, and George 
Mingione, 19. The older boys will be sentenced to 15 years at 
the Ohio penitentiary. It is uncertain what sentence the younger 
boy will receive. 
* 
Oberlin News, May 28, 1925 
* * * * * * * 
So you gotta hang on 'til tomorrow 
Come what may 
12 
* * * 
FORMER OBERLIN MAN IS STABBED IN HEAD 
"George A. Glenn, 34, who died in Elyria Memorial hospital 
Sunday night following an alleged assault, was the son of the 
late George Glenn, Sr., and was born in Oberlin. 
"Glenn was found soaked in blood from wounds which were made 
by knife cuts and by the blows of a hammer. It occurred at the 
home of his divorced wife in Elyria. Inmates of the house 
declare that he was intoxicated and had precipitated a fight. 
The wife was a daughter of Flossie Simons Gayters, also a former 
Oberlin resident. 
-- Oberlin News-Tribune, May 28, 1931 
Washingtonville: Melvin Jones, 47, well known coal miner, in poor 
health for some time, committed suicide by shooting himself. He 
leaves five children and his wife. 
-- Mahoning Dispatch, March 12, 1937 
The depression was an exceptionally disagreeable experience. 
-- John Kenneth Galbraith 
Mrs. Clarabelle Lackey committed suicide at her home in 
Bellbrook, Friday morning. She lost her husband last March, and 
since then she has had quite a lot of trouble. Her son had 
pneumonia, her daughter Just broke her arm. Her troubles were 
Just too much for her. 
-- Miami Gazette, July 4, 1923 
NY: "George Bower was seventy-five years old and had several sons 
near Haverstraw, where he lived, who were glad to take care of 
him. He had a little money, too, so nobody in the town took him 
seriously six months ago when he began looking for work. 
From early until late at night, in that six months, he paced 
the streets of Haverstraw. He called at the office o£ the 
interstate park commission and asked the clerk if he had a Job 
for him. 
The clerk answered "Yes," and Bower fell dead. 
-- Oberlin News, April 20, 1925 
WOMAN ENDS HER LIFE BY DROWNING IN SWIMMING POOL 
Alice McCarven, 35, of Dayton drowned 
Dell swimming 'pool early Sunday morning. 
Saturday night and was reported missing. 
because of ill health and the loss of her 
Electric company. There were no marks of 
-- Miami Gazette, June 20, 1932 
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herself in the Delco 
She left her home 
She was despondent 
Job with Westinghouse 
violence on her body. 
The car of Otis Grant, a colored resident of Oberlin, was 
found in Columbus. Grant shot his wife and Mrs. John Robinson at 
the home of Mrs. Grant, North Main Street, last wednesday 
afternoon about 3:30. He used a 20-gauge shotgun. 
ftIt is believed that Grant, who got into his car after the 
double murder and drove away after waving his hand to neighbors 
near the Grant home, drove to Columbus to get into touch with a 
brother who lives there. He was last seen here driving south on 
Professor Street. 
ftThe murder is the outcome of a suit for divorce filed by 
Grant's wife. Grant is alleged to have threatened ner with death 
as a result of her action. Mrs. Robinson, who was shot with Mrs. 
Grant, was employed by the latter to help in laundry work. The 
two women were at work when Grant entered the home and shot 
them. He left his gun outside the door after committing the 
murder •... 
ftThe Grants leave a daughter about 13 years of age. Mrs. 
Robinson leaves her husband and seven children. Mrs. Grant was 
38 and Mrs. Robinson 54. 
Oberlin News, May 29, 1928 
ELYRIA MAN FOUND DEAD IN GREEN LINE TRACTION CAR 
The body of George Hadaway of Elyria was found in a 
Cleveland Southwestern car at the barns Monday morning at 3:30. 
The body fell out of the toilet room when the porter opened the 
door in the course of his work of cleaning the car. 
The coroner said death was due to acute indigestion. 
-- Oberlin News, August 9, 1921 
STUMP BLASTER KILLED 
Michael Webber of Avon, was blown to pieces while blasting 
stumps Saturday on an Avon farm. 
- - Oberlin News, June 29, 1921 
ftI was realizing that many and many other people are in the same 
boat. That gave me a little encouragement. I was looking at 
these people, waiting in line to get their relief, and I said, My 
God, I am not the only one. ft 
from Hard Times, p. 246 
Tomorrow, tomorrow, I love ya tomorrow 
You're only a day away. 
MATT GARDNER TAKES OWN LIFE; WIDELY KNOWN 
Private funeral services for Matt Gardner, filling station 
owner and ex-cowboy, who was found dead in his bed Saturday with 
a bullet hole in his head, were held this afternoon at the 
Nicholls Funeral Home here. Coroner Ward returned a verdict of 
suicide. Worry over the health of his wife, who is ill in the 
hospital here was assigned as the cause. 
Chief Deputy William G. Smith was called to Gardner's home 
by a neighbor. He reported that he found Gardner shot through 
the head in back of his ear, with a .38 calibre pistol. 
14 
The pistol was on the bed, Smith said. It was not 
immediately determined how long he had been dead, but Deputy 
Smith said he Judged from appearances that Gardner probably died 
Thursday night. The light was on in his bedroom. 
Gardner's fame became state-wide after he had shot or 
captured 19 persons who during the last half-dozen years 
attempted to holdup or burglarize his filling station. 
His record includes two men killed, one by his pistol and 
another in a "shot-gun trap" he had rigged up to prevent 
burglaries. 
His last vigilante activity was last December 13 when he 
shot one and captured three of a group of four Cleveland youths 
who set off a burglar alarm in an attempt to rob the station at 
night. 
He twice sought the Democratic nomination for the office of 
Sheriff, but was defeated by Sheriff Grall in 1934 and in 1936. 
He was a native of Yuma, Colorado, and while in the West learned 
the ways of the ranger in handling firearms. 
* 
Oberlin News-Tribune, May 4, 1937 
* * * * * * 
DON'T TAKE LIFE 
too seriously 
* * * 
You can't get out of it alive anyway, but you can leave your 
family in comfortable circumstances. 
Call the GEO. G. PEAIRS, Dist. Agt. of NEW ENGLAND Mutual Life & 
Co. (Charter 1835). Lorain Co. Elyria, O. Phone 2686 
Oberlin News, July 28, 1920 
* * * * * * * * * * 
[From a letter to President Roosevelt by M.L. (female 
adolescent), Detroit, Michigan] 
"I know that you have a kind heart and wont refuse a girl 
that needs help Others are dressed but me with out a coat If I 
wont get any help from you Dear Mr. President than I will take my 
life away. I can't stand it no longer. We were thrown out on 
the street few times I hate to live the way I'm living now." 
-- October 2, 1935 
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ECONOMICS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION 
The preceding section is the human evidence behind this 
paper: what did the Great Depression feel like? What was it like 
to live in a Hooverville? To travel across the country in a run-
down Jalopy? To Jump freight trains and live in box cars? To go 
on relief? What impact did the depression have on the national 
and individual psyche? Many authors have dealt with these 
questions, so why do it again? First, this thesis represents a 
attempt to draw together all the information for myself. Second, 
it is also an endeavor to find what people considered then (and 
perhaps still do) most important in their lives. Third, it may 
lead to a deeper understanding of what sort of society entered 
the depression and how the depression changed it. 
The first thing to be discussed is the economics of the 
depression. Most importantly, Just what is a depression? No one 
seems to know. Economists have agreed on a definition for the 
term recession, but have not reached a consensus on the term 
depression. Five different handbooks of economics give five 
different definitions of the word ranging from "a severe slowdown 
in the economy," to "a long lasting recession in economic 
activity". 1 Perhaps the best way to define a depression is to 
list its characteristics. Generally, business activity is far 
below normal, there is great pessimism among business and 
consumers alike, there is a sharp curtailment of production, 
little capital investment, contraction of credit, falling prices, 
mass unemployment, and a high rate of business failures. 
The causes of the Great Depression (popularly recognized as 
the decade between 1929 and 1939) have been debated for years. 
16 
No one will ever know xor sure, I think, what the causes were. 
Ox course, war debts, the stock market crash, cheap-money 
policies, the enormous speculation boom ox the 1920s, were all 
contributing xactors. Together they produced an international 
economic depression that axxected most western countries. John 
Garraty, in his book The Great Depression, points out that 
national political leaders around the world were quick to deny 
that the depression could possibly have started in their 
respective countries. In any case, the xactors causing it were 
out ox any individual's control in late 1929. In the U.S. the 
measures President Herbert Hoover adopted were not suxxicient to 
change the situation drastically. 
The depression began at dixxerent times xor dixxerent people 
in the U.S. Farmers were already having a hard time by the 
middle ox the 1920s. Unemployment was rising xrom 1926 on, with 
a briex dip in 1929. The crash took place in 1929, but the 
banking system didn't hit rock bottom until the beginning ox 
March, 1933. The accompanying graphs ox trends in unemployment, 
wages, amounts held in deposit accounts, and business xailures 
show the enormous rise in unemployment peaking in 1933, the 
downward trend and then secondary peak in 1938, and the rapid 
decline as the nation geared up xor war. (See Graph 1) Wages (per 
capita income) were rising slowly until 1931, when they peaked 
and lost ground, dropping to the 1927 yearly wage in 1934. They 
peaked and dipped again in 1937 and thereaxter rose steadily. 
(See Graph 2) The amount ox money held in deposit accounts -- the 
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than half its peak value in 1933, rose until 1937, getting back 
to pre-World War I values, dipped in 1938, and rose steadily from 
then on. (See Graph 3) By 1945, however, deposits were still 
lower than the 1929 level. Business failures are more erratic: 
from 1921 until 1929, businesses failed at about the rate of 100 
for every 10,000 existing enterprises. In 1932 the rate reached 
its apex at 154 failures per 10,000 and for most of the thirties 
the rate was between 40 and 60. (See Graph 4) 1939 marked another 
bad year, but things got better as the nation moved into war. 
Taken together, all these economic measures seem to point to two 
nadirs of the depression -- one in 1932-1933, one in 1938-1939. 
The depression happened to business and consumers alike. 
Few people escaped its influence. The Educational Policies 
Commission commented that "whatever this calamity was at the 
outset, it soon became many things -- a general melee wherein 
cause and effect were confused and indistinguishable. Very early 
it became apparent that no individual or institution could hope 
to escape its influence, and that many would do well not to lose 
their moorings entirely. "2 Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, 
sociologists, likened the depression to a bomb dropped in the 
midst of society, and stated that social institutions and all 
human activity were profoundly affected. 3 
Although people tend to react differently to unaccustomed 
situations, 4 the depression affected most people in much the same 
ways. Individual responses varied, but there were only a £ew 
different patterns of responses and they didn't vary much from 
place to place. 5 In western countries, there was a decline in 
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reports that two sociologists who did research on the e££ects o£ 
unemployment, Paul Lazars£eld and E. Wight Bakke, £ound that the 
individual characteristics o£ the unemployed person had little 
e££ect on his reactions. Intelligence, nationality, and work 
experience did not determine reactions to Joblessness. 6 
However, one must note that despite physical and mental 
su££ering brought about by prolonged Joblessness, there is little ~ 
evidence that the depression seriously worsened the long term 
physical health o£ society. Li£e expectancy continued to rise 
during this period, as the death rate continued to £all. People 
generally had enough £ood, though its nutritional balance was 
poor. There was a lack o£ clothing, poor housing, and more 
vagrancy as people took to the road to look £or Jobs. 7 In this 
paper, however, I am investigating the short and long term 
psychological e££ects o£ economic deprivation. 
One way to view the events o£ the thirties is to £ocus on 
the £act that conditions were worse than they had been in the 
twenties. Concomitantly, one can view the thirties in a less 
relativistic way: conditions weren't as bad as they could get. 
Along these lines, Garraty comments that because the cost o£ 
living £ell £urther and £aster than wages £ell, those who were 
£ully employed during the depression were economically better o££ 
than they had been be£ore 1929. 8 Even though the thirties was an 
era o£ mass unemployment, there were more employed than 
unemployed at all times during the depression. True, there were 
more unemployed than ever be£ore, but they were always a 
minority. 
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A. PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT OF UPHEAVAL 
One o£ the ways that a depression a££ects people is the 
changes it brings about in attitudes and actions. The upheaval 
o£ 1929 and the early thirties in the economic sphere caused 
upheaval in other aspects o£ li£e as well. For example, in any 
depression the £amily -- a unit dedicated to its own survival 
can act in di££erent ways. Imagine a £amily in which the 
breadwinner is Jobless, savings are nearly gone, and £ew Job 
prospects are in sight. Depending on the £amily's dynamics, 
£amily members may decide not to take risky economic ventures 
spending that last dollar on a lottery ticket, spending money on 
gas to travel to look £or work -- and there£ore miss 
opportunities £or their own recovery. On the other hand, the 
burden o£ having a £amily to support may spur the breadwinner to 
£ind such opportunities, to search diligently £or a Job. I£ 
either pattern becomes widespread, the prospects £or national 
economic recovery will be a££ected. In either case, 
relationships and assumptions are changed within the £amily by 
the economic situation. 
As another example, attitudes about 'winners' and 'losers' 
in a depression can change. The rich can become sympathetic 
philanthropists or moralize about sinners and saints: the victims 
are paying £or their economic sins,-while, as Frederick Lewis 
Allen puts it, "tough, hard-working, e££icient types would 
survive; ultimately, virtue would be rewarded. "9 
In her history o£ the public relie£ system, Josephine Brown 
traces the change in attitudes about the culpability o£ the 
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unemployed, which is corroborated by Bakke, in The Unemployed 
Worker. For the zirst several years (1929 - 1932) the public 
opinion oz reliez recipients was that they were incompetent, 
paupers, and slackers, although by the end oz 1932 agencies began 
to distinguish between the employable and the unemployable. In 
1933 there was so much unemployment that the unemployed began to 
make up a cross section oz the society, but recipients were still 
not zully approved. 1934 saw the beginning oz zederal 
responsibility zor reliez, which helped to zoster the idea that 
the unemployed were no dizzerent than the employed ("There, but 
zor the grace oz God ... "). With zederal programs working at zull 
tilt in 1935, the unemployed enJoyed an improved status - - they 
were perzorming usezul work and earning money. This year 
probably marked the high point .both in selz respect and in public 
sympathy zor the unemployed, zor with the increasing number oz 
Jobs available in industry, the popular beliez that those on 
public reliez were undeserving began to renew itselz. 10 The 
thirties also witnessed at least a partial shizt zrom the beliez 
that local communities should take care oz their own to the 
zeeling that the zederal government should shoulder the burden oz 
reliez zor those within its borders. I! 
The depression was a period oz movement. Many people were 
willing to change their way oz lize -- to move, to change 
industries - - in order to survive. The psychological impact oz 
the upheaval must have been great to bring about such enormous 
surges oz occupational and physical motion. While 'Okies' 
travelled to Calizornia to escape dust storms and inzertile land 
and to look zor Jobs in the land oz milk and honey, Southern 
2! 
blacks and appalachian whites continued to move to northern 
cities. While some tried to persuade people to leave the 
'overcrowded cities' and togo back to the soil, many more people 
moved into cities. Some northern social workers tried to 
persuade blacks to return to the South, where £ood and clothing 
would be more readily attainable, but £ew heeded such advice. In 
his studies o£ subregional migration £or the period 1935-1940, 
Donald Bogue comes to the conclusion that most o£ the migration 
o£ those years was £rom one urban area to another and that there 
was a comparative dearth o£ rural to urban migration. 12 
George Pierson posits both physical and social mobility as 
essential ingredients to American li£e. He says that perhaps the 
despair o£ the 1930s was due to the halting o£ upward mobility; 
£or the Okie and the £actory hand alike, there was no place to go 
-- movement did not bring upward social mobility, as it had done 
be£ore. 13 Stephan Thernstrom, in The Other Bostonians modi£ies 
this view, holding that while upward mobility did not halt 
entirely during the depression, £ewer workers than £ormerly moved 
upward and more people in low white-collar positions £ound 
themselves unable to hold on to their Jobs. 14 In other words, 
the depression made it hard, but not impossible, to move upwards 
in the social and occupational structure. 
B. PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
Unemployment was even more unsettling than the con£usion in 
the economic sphere. At one time, over one quarter o£ the 
civilian labor £orce was unemployed. Be£ore the crash, in Helen 
and Robert Lynd's Middletown (Muncie, Indiana), the reaction to 
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unemployment on the part o£ the unemployed was to get another Job 
-- taking a cut in payor changing industries, i£ need be. 15 
Unemployment was seen as both natural and regrettahle, but not 
permanent or unduly upsetting unless it persisted £or quite some 
time. 
Most writers agree that work gives the worker a sense o£ 
identity; when the work is lost, so is that identity. Losing a 
Job and home means, £or many, losing their £unction. 16 Bakke 
£ound. that the skilled workers and all but a very £ew o£ the 
laborers he studied shared the attitude o£ £eeling lost without 
the work to which they were accustomed. 17 An economist comments 
that "common among the psychic costs o£ unemployment is a sense 
o£ being condemned to uselessness in a world that worships the 
use£ul. H18 
This loss o£ identity was o£ten accompanied by a certain 
amount o£ sel£-blame. Perhaps·one reason £or sel£-blame was that 
there are £ew other plausible explanations £or the termination o£ 
employment. There was very little class consciousness in the 
U.s., and it was obvious to most people that the Almighty had 
little to do with holding down a Job. I£ losing or keeping a Job 
could not be pinned on heavenly disposition or on class 
oppression, people o£ten turned to themselves as the source o£ 
their troubles. Bakke describes a man out o£ work~ who a£ter 
eight weeks, "began to wonder 'what is wrong with me?,"19 
Unemployment brought ahoutchanges in nearly all aspects o£ 
li£e. The loss o£ a Job changed careers, plans, con£idence, even 
£amily relationships. In £act, it was rare i£ a £acet o£ li£e 
was not changed. Bakke £ound that men with £amilies su££ered 
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blows to their sel£-con£idence when they £ound that the 
traditional head o£ the £amily was not able to per£orm his normal 
£unction. He was £ailing to support his own £amily, something 
he'd had every expectation that he would be able to do. The blow 
was all the harder when sel£-blame was limited: perhaps the 
£ailure was not all his own £ault. He would be able to support 
his £amily i£ he had a chance to work. 20 
There were other rami£ications to losing a Job than the blow 
to the unemployed person's con£idence. Not only did loss o£ a 
Job mean less £raternizing with co-workers on the Job, the 
reduced income dictated less sharing in group activities -- even 
i£ there was enough money £or an occasional beer at the bar, 
there was not enough to treat £riends or take part in other 
activities. In turn, this caused the unemployed person to £eel 
even more alone and cut 0££.21 
Both Lazars£eld's and Bakke's studies £ound a distinct 
pattern in the lives o£ unemployed workers. At £irst~ when 
people lost their Jobs, they responded by searching energetically 
£or new ones. I£ no Jobs turned up, they gradually became 
discouraged, perhaps even emotionally distraught. A£ter some 
lengthy amount o£ time unemployed, they either sank into apathy 
or adJusted to doing nothing. In either case, they led extremely 
limited existences in apparent calm. 22 But underneath the calm 
there lurked a growing social alienation. In £act, Bakke even 
detected a more £avorable attitude than previously among the 
unemployed and very low paid workers towards those who broke the 
law in desperation, to put £ood in £amily members' mouths. 23 
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C. CONCLUSION 
I will examine these reactions to upheaval and unemployment 
in £urther detail, but here it is important to understand that 
unemployment and the depression had e££ects on the society as a 
whole and on the great maJority o£ those then living, unemployed 
or not. In response to pervasive hard times, a new literature 
and changes in the existing genres developed during this period, 
and these are the subJects next examined. 
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LITERATURE OF THE DEPRESSION 
Charles and Ladonna Stanley comment on hardship within 
the £amily. 
"My mother has died," says Ladonna, "my aunt was 
£ound dead, Uncle Lawrence Just died, Charles' brother 
was badly hurt in a wreck, and our daughter's £ather-
in-law seriously inJured his hand in an industrial 
accident. " 
"And," says Charles, "we got an old cat over home 
that don't look too good either ••. "1 
The depression didn't seem to sink in quickly. Most 
executive Jobs were intact and the well-to-do weren't gravely 
disturbed. Although many o£ them had been hurt in the Panic, 
they tried to laugh o££ their 10sses. 2 People weren't overly 
a£raid, because they didn't know what was coming. By 1931, 
however, attitudes began to change. The 'downturn phase o£ the 
business cycle' was persisting long a£ter it should have 
corrected itsel£. Disillusionment and bewilderment set in. 3 
Disillusionment, bewilderment, and colossal economic change 
had huge e££ects on the society -- its belie£s, mores, and 
structures. One o£ the best indices o£ such social change is 
£ound in the literature produced during the depression. New 
genres and emphases are £ound in depression literature. Some 
writers concentrated on e££ects o£ the depression on ordinary 
people. Other writers discussed the e££ects o£ the depression on 
intellectuals and writers themselves. 
Among the e££ects o£ the depression on writers can be 
counted the new movement to Join the Communist Party. Many 
writers (though still a relatively small number> did so. Daniel 
Aaron, author o£ Writers Qa the Le£t. decided that the swelling 
o£ Party ranks was brought about by the times and not the Party 
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itsel£ or the individual writers. Several £orces were working on 
the intellectuals, he holds. First, communism, to some, was a 
science and an ethic that explained, £oretold, and inspired. 
Second, the Soviet Union, still a young nation, seemed to have no 
social problems it seemed like it was the £uture, both a 
reproach to the U.S. and a hope £or the world. Finally, the 
revulsion to Hitler and anti£ascism in general drove people to 
the le£t. 4 
The shocks that inspired some intellectuals to Join the 
Party shook most o£ the people, to greater or lesser extents. 
Assumptions upon which Americans depended -- that the American 
economic system is assured o£ steady growth; that Jobs are a 
matter o£ course; that poverty is the result o£ incompetence or 
ignorance -- were wrecked. S The depression caused both £ear 
brought about by insecurity -- and shame -- brought about by 
going on relie£, losing status, and sel£-blame. 
Warren Susman holds that these emotions caused the 
widespread popularity o£ comedy and other £orms stressing rules. 
In comedy, rules are broken and chaos reigns £or a short, sweet 
moment. By the end o£ the £ilm, book, or radio show episode, 
however, the social order is £irmly reentrenched and everyone 
lives happily ever a£ter. Susman also argues that the 
£ascination with order and rules led many to Join groups, 
£actions, or parties -- like Upton Sinclair's 'Epic,' Huey Long's 
'Share Our Wealth,' or the Townsend Plan -- that proposed basic 
new rules £or reorganizing society. People were searching £or a 
cause to which they could commit themselves; something that would 
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sweep them up and deliver them a new world. Frederick Lewis 
Allen remarked that underneath the arguments and ardor £or 
di££ering causes, there remained gnawing doubts. Things were 
changing so £ast that it seemed unlikely that any social creed 
would provide sure solutions. Allen's prose captures well the 
bewilderment that must have been £elt by those who did not Join a 
movement or two: 
"While the social salvationists marched in earnest 
procession toward their various goals o£ revolution or 
re£orms, these others stood silent and bewildered by the 
roadside. Something had gone wrong with the country but 
they didn't know what, couldn't £igure it out, wondered i£ 
anybody could £igure it out. n7 
A. DEPRESSION STYLES 
The depression created the atmosphere and experiences 
necessary £or the acceptance o£ new literary £orms. The popular 
genres o£ the 1930s included historical £iction, documentary 
literature, proletarian novels, inspirational books on how to be 
a better person, and 'tough guy' books. 8 Leo Gurko, author o£ 
The Angry Decade. decided that the emergence o£ these £orms or 
their popularity was due to many £actors, most springing £rom the 
economic depression. Historical novels, he writes, helped to 
shore up con£idence and stimulate £aith at a time when the 
con£idence o£ the country in itsel£ was being shaken by 
mis£ortune. A sense o£ crisis at home and abroad helped to 
promote the popularity o£ historical £iction. To £ace the 
danger, people turned to the past, and the return to £ormer 
glories rea££irmed America's capacity to outride present dangers. 
The historical novel -- o£ which examples are Margaret Mitchell's 
Gone With the Wind (1936), Bruce Lancaster's The Guns o£ Burgoyne 
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(1939), or Stark Young's So Red the Rose (1934) -- played a part 
in the resurgence o£ the national spirit during the years 
immediately prior to the Second World War. 9 
Documentary literature showed the new social consciousness. 
In such works as Let Us Now Praise Famous Men. Erskine Caldwell 
and Margaret Bourke-White's You Have Seen Their Faces. and ~ 
Isn't This the USA. Archibald MacLeish's Land o£ the Free, and 
Dorothea Lange and Paul S. Taylor's An American Exodus. photos 
and words were interchangeable. Together, word and photos 
produce a momentary shock. 10 Nowhere is this technique more 
e££ective than in Dorothea Lange's photos and books. The shock 
produced is a shock o£ recognition -- 'these are people like us' 
-- and horror -- 'are people really living in such aw£ul 
conditions in this country?' In a way, the documentary 
literature represented an attempt to get people involved, 
interested in changing such conditions. 
The hard-boiled writing used in the tough guy style also 
tried to tear at the readers' apathy. The tough literature is a 
re£lection o£ the times -- in such works as Raymond Chandler's 
The Big Sleep (1939), Dashiell Hammett's The Maltese Falcon 
(1930), and Ernest Hemingway's To Have and to Have Not (1937), 
the reader is presented with a corrupt world, cosmic 
indi££erence, and intense individualism. The heroes are loners, 
protecting themselves £rom the evils o£ the world as well as £rom 
any involvement -- emotional or otherwise -- with other 
characters who might, a£ter being allowed near the hero's well-
hidden inner core o£ tenderness and humanity, destroy him with 
their knowledge o£ his vulnerability. 11 The tough quality is 
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dictated by the social milieu, claims David Madden, author o£ 
Tough Guy Writers o£ the Thirties. In the depression, not only 
were norms disrupted, it seemed as though the gods had 
capriciously turned their backs on the world o£ mortals £or a 
decade. Al£red Kazin, writer and critic, adds a wry comment to 
his analysis o£ this type o£ writing: one £elt nthe reverberation 
o£ the struggle o£ millions in America to survive disaster; and 
it did not matter that once the point had been made, the readers' 
apathy destroyed, the moment's urgent release e££ected, there was 
nothing le£t but to go round and round in the same vindictive 
circle. n12 
The loneliness and social de£eat £elt by many was also the 
breeding ground £or proletarian literature. In these novels, the 
characters overcome their £ear, loneliness, and £riendlessness by 
banding together. The rousing moral o£ each o£ these tales is 
that isolation is £atal, deadly, and that only by working 
together can the people triumph. Michael Gold's Jews Without 
Money (1930) and Jack Conroy's ~ World to Win (1935) are two o£ 
the better known examples o£ this genre. Madden points out that, 
£or the most part, the workers didn't read proletarian 
literature, and £ew workers wrote about other workers. nIs it 
only intellectuals who love to read about themselves, n he asks, 
nwhile readers in general are more interested in stereotypical 
proJections o£ wish£ul images o£ themselves? Caught in an 
economic crisis, did the American worker think o£ his status as 
anything but temporary?n 13 By the end o£ this paper, I hope to 
be able to answer his £inal question. 
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B. STICK 'EM UP or HAIL, FELLOW? 
The newly popular genres were one rezlection oz depression 
events. New emphases in the literature itselz were another. One 
oz the more obvious literary reactions to the depression was the 
new prominence oz violence in the literature. Tom Kromer's 
Waiting zor Nothing is an excellent example oz economic 
deprivation engendering violence. Two short selections zrom that 
book give a good idea oz the violence the main character 
contemplates in his search zor zood or shelter: 
nI walk out. Wouldn't even give a hungry man a cup oz 
cozzee. Can you imagine a guy like that? The bastard. 
I'd like to catch him on a dark street. I'd give him a 
cup oz cozzee, and a sock on the snout he wouldn't soon 
zorget. n14 
nI have made up my mind. Shaky hands or not, I will 
sleep in no more lousy mission zlops. I have whined 
zor my last meal. I have the gat [gun] and I am going 
to use it iz I have to. No one cares whether I live or 
die •••• To hell with everybody. I am going to get 
mine. n15 
Some oz the most popular movies, too, oz that era were 
gangster zilms whose main attraction seemed to be zlowing blood. 
Stuart Kaminsky, author oz American Film Genres, holds that 
gangster zilms were semi-conscious attempts to deal with the 
public's shaken conzidence in American politics, economics, and 
myths oz the selz-made man. 16 Examples oz the gangster zilms oz 
the era are Little Caesar (1930), Public Enemy (1931), Scarzace 
(1932), and Angels with Dirty Faces (1938), all zilms in which 
the lize oz an Italian-American, Irish-American, or rural 
American zights his way to the top, glories in the gangster's 
version oz conspicuous consumption, and is punished, usually by 
death, zor his misdeeds. 
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On the other hand, the depression seemed to inculcate a 
feeling of camaraderie, also expressed in the writing of the 
period. Related to the proletarian writers' discovery that 
isolation is fatal, togetherness a lifeline, is the further 
development of the concept of unity - - everyone was in the same 
boat, and could help one another. 
In the real world of depression politics, Franklin 
Roosevelt's first important act as president in 1933 helped to 
dramatize this concept of national unity. The day after his 
inauguration, Roosevelt declared a national bank holiday, which, 
contrary to what might be expected, was not greeted with horror. 
Allen recalls, in his book Since Yesterday, that even though the 
bank holiday brought new distress, a curtailment of business, 
more layoffs, and hurt those already hard-hit, most Americans 
felt better -- felt a sense of relief -- about their financial 
woes once the veil of secrecy was lifted. Now everyone seemed to 
be on the same level -- both a millionaire and a pauper could be 
caught with only five dollars in his pocket -- and there was no 
shame in being short of money. People reacted to the holiday 
good-naturedly.17 At the beginning of the New Deal, the people 
were captivated and persuaded by President Roosevelt. He gave 
them action, and it seemed that confidence could be restored. is 
Warren Susman has called the culture of the thirties the 
'culture of commitment.' The depression did not inspire a turn 
to religion, as would, perhaps, a natural disaster. Instead, it 
inspired social-minded commitment. 19 Evidence of such commitment 
can be seen in the numbers who Joined the Communist Party, the 
numbers who fought in Spain. Josephine Brown, historian of the 
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public relie£ system, £ound commitment, loyalty, and integrity 
among the sta££ o£ local and state relie£ o££ices. They worked 
ceaselessly, under exhausting pressures, £or moderate and 
sometimes pathetically inadequate pay. Despite the pressures, 
responsibilities, and undertrained personnel, sta££ morale at 
£ederal, state, and local levels was remarkably high. 
Perhaps the best examples o£ depression-produced camaraderie 
can be £ound in John Steinbeck's The Grapes o£ Wrath: 
"The stout woman smiled. 'No need to thank. 
Ever'body's in the same wagon. S'pose we was down. 
You'd a give us a han'.' 
'Yes,' Ma said, 'we would. ' 
'Or anybody. ' 
'Or anybody. Use' ta be the £ambly was £ust. It 
ain't so now. It's anybody. Worse o££ we get, the 
more we got to do. ,"20 
"In the evening a strange thing happened: the twenty 
£amilies became one £amily, the children were the 
children o£ all. The loss o£ home became one loss, and 
the golden time in the West was one dream. And it 
might be that a sick child threw despair into the 
hearts o£ twenty £amilies, o£ a hundred people; that a 
birth there in a tent kept a hundred people quiet and 
awestruck through the night and £illed a hundred people 
with the birth-Joy in the morning. A £amily which the 
night be£ore had been lost and £ear£ul might search its 
goods to £ind a present £or a new baby. In the 
evenin~, sitting about the £ires, the twenty were 
one. "2 
C. CONCLUSION 
The depression, then, £ostered violence, hardship, anger, ~. 
£ellowship, and camaraderie. Were these only literary 
imaginings, or did they have a basis in reality? One way to 
answer this question is to study the indices o£ violence and 
despair during the period. Is there more or less than would be 
expected? Are there any important deviations in patterns due to 
economic deprivation? Is upheaval itsel£ enough to cause 
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violence, or does there necessarily have to be certain types of 
deprivation? In the next sections, I will examine suicide and 
homicide during the depression and use that data to answer the 
questions above. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT, SUICIDE, AND THE DEPRESSION 
"The eyes o£ these women you will see in a soup-line 
are something to look at. They are deep eyes. They 
are sunk in deep hollows. The hollows are rimmed with 
black. Their brows are wrinkled and lined £rom worry. 
They are stoop-shouldered and £lat-chested. They have 
a look on their £ace. I have seen that look on the 
£aces o£ dogs when they have been whipped with a 
stick. "1 
Books and movies are good testimonials to the impact o£ the 
depression. Another way o£ investigating that impact is to 
examine those people who took their own lives during the 
depression. O£ course, each suicide is unique, and not all can 
be said to be due to the depression. It is sa£e to say, however, 
that many o£ them must be due at least in part to events o£ the 
depression. 
In investigating the suicide rates during the £our decades 
spanning 1900 to 1940, I have £ound that the suicide rate is 
closely connected with the unemployment rate. That is, the 
changes in the percentage unemployed are most closely correlated 
to the changes in the suicide rate, more than the other 
determining variables I chose: wages; lagged wages, which are 
wages o£ the year be£ore; lagged unemployment rates, which are 
unemployment rates o£ the year be£ore; and bond ratings. I chose 
bond ratings, which are essentially businessmen's predictions 
about the state o£ the economy in the coming months, to see i£ 
this was an accurate perception -- i£ these people had their 
£ingers on the pulse o£ the economy o£ the nation. For a £uller 
explanation, please see the Appendix. My £indings were con£irmed 
by M. Harvey Brenner's "Estimating the Social Costs o£ National 
Economic Policy," a more sophisticated study in which the 
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determining variables were the change in the employment rate, 
in£lation, and per capita income (wages).2 He £ound, as I did, 
that the unemployment rate was the most stable and predictable 
£actor in£luencing the suicide rate. 3 
These discoveries point to several possible hypotheses. One, 
£or example, is that the depression induced suicide among the 
unemployed. Alternatively, the suicides might not have been the 
unemployed themselves, but others a££ected by the unemployment 
rate. Third, the amount o£ their wages wasn't nearly as 
important to people as was the regularity o£ the paycheck. 
Fourth, there is no lag time between unemployment and suicide: 
whether or not one chooses to take one's li£e depends on one's 
immediate circumstances, not on what happened some time 
previously. Fi£th, analysts predicting values £or bonds had 
little to no clue to how people actually £elt, i£ the suicide 
rate is accepted as a valid indicator o£ those £eelings. 
The hypotheses above are merely that -- hypotheses. They 
are not conclusions, as they are based on a tiny nugget o£ 
in£ormation. Principally I am concerned with the £irst and 
second hypotheses here. Unemployment rates are an indicator 
about one £acet o£ society. Suicide rates are another. My 
investigation has shown that they are linked, but it has not 
illuminated the link itsel£. I am reluctant to claim a causal 
relationship between unemployment and suicide, even though the 
regression analysis would allow one to do so. On the cautionary 
side, I must point out that unemployment and suicide merely vary 
I 
IY ,
together -- there could be something unseen and unsuspected as F 
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proximate cause to them both. Also, the unemployed were a 
changing mass of people, not a fixed group. On the other side 
are the points that, first, the statistical tests would allow one 
to claim that it was the unemployed who committed suicide; 
second, other historians would probably make the claim; and 
third, unemployment is now seen as a cause of quite a lot of 
pathological behavior. 
Who committed suicide during the depression? The 
unemployed, or others? Perhaps investigation into the two groups 
-- the unemployed and the suicides -- will cast a light on the 
link not made visible by merely mathematical tools. In this 
analysis, I hope to answer questions about the effect of the 
depression on the unemployed and the employed and to use this 
information in conJunction with information about the suicides of 
the depression. 
A. THE UNEMPLOYED 
1. Who were the unemployed? 
To gain a composite picture of the unemployed during the 
depression, one must remember that unemployment took as its 
victims people of all races and ages. Nevertheless, there were 
distinguishable characteristics of the unemployed as a group. 
Since there is only sketchy information on the unemployed, I have 
turned to relief information to study their characteristics. 
First: the average age of men on relief rolls was 38, and the 
average age of women on relief was 33. 4 Men outnumbered women 
three to one. About three quarters of the people on relief were 
white, the other fourth being made up of both blacks and other 
races. 5 In their study Urban Workers ~ Relief, Gladys Palmer 
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and Katherine Wood classi£ied about two thirds o£ the £amilies 
whose members were on relie£ as being 'normal,' while the other 
third was made up o£ broken £amilies and single people. 6 Palmer 
and Wood's study also detailed the Job distribution among those 
on relie£: 
34~ - unskilled 
25~ - semiskilled 
25~ - skilled 
16~ - pro£essional/clerica17 
The ten occupations reported on relie£ rolls as hardest hit 
£or both men and women were (not in any order): 
1. Servants 
2. Chau££eurs, truck and tractor drivers 





8. Operatives in iron and steel industries 
9. Operatives in the clothing industry 
10. Coal miners. 8 
It seems, then, that these occupations' Job contraction must have 
disproportionately harmed the poor and the unskilled. 9 The 
unskilled were on relie£ in greater numbers than the semiskilled 
or skilled; the average man on relie£ hadn't £inished elementary 
school education, although the average woman had. 10 The men in 
Palmer and Wood's study had had at least ten years experience in 
their chosen occupation, the women had not. 11 
Palmer and Wood note that there were likely to be 
di££erences between unemployed people on relie£ and the non-
relie£ unemployed. The Jobless on relie£ were older than those 
that were not; those on relie£ were probably out o£ work longer 
than those not; those on relie£ were probably more unskilled than 
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those not. In addition, there was a higher relative proportion 
o£ blacks and people o£ £oreign birth on relie£.12 They conclude 
in their report that the unemployed, as a group and especially 
those on relie£, are not industrial mis£its, or those who had 
never done a day's labor. Instead, they were hard working, 
relatively experienced in their chosen Jobs, and had relatively 
regular working patterns. 13 
2. What were the e££ects o£ unemployment? 
These basics in mind, we can investigate the impact o£ 
unemployment. Could unemployment have led to suicide? As noted 
in Chapter One, unemployment was not unique to the depression, as 
the unemployment rate had been rising since 1926. In his study 
o£ New Haven, Connecticut, E. Wight Bakke £ound that most o£ the 
unemployed workers had known maJor spells o£ unemployment be£ore 
the depression. Work, on the whole, was rather irregular. 14 
Michael Katz, in his recent book In the Shadow o£ the Poorhouse, 
points out, as have I, that the depression did not create 
unemployment, but that the depression radically magni£ied its 
scale and intensi£ied the irregularity o£ work. 1S 
In his study o£ the unemployed on relie£ in New Haven, Bakke 
argued that the worker has three basic goals at any given time: 
£irst, to playa socially respected role in society; second, to 
obtain a measure o£ economic security; and third, to have control 
over one's own a££airs. 16 He £ound that unemployment did not 
destroy these goals, but £orced the worker to modi£y them. With 
the loss o£ the symbols o£ respectability, one must temper the 
ambition to playa socially respected role. Even with relie£, 
economic security was minimal. Some workers adopted new ways to 
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control their lives by devising ruses to make the relief system 
pay. If obtaining relief depended on making oneself seem 
completely helpless, then some 'talked poor mouth. ,17 Others 
sold unneeded materials, such as blankets, they got on relief, 
which was against all rules. Some persuaded insurance companies 
to help them convince relief agencies that their policy had 
lapsed so that the client could keep the policy and get relief, 
too. 18 
AdJustment to debt -- for most unemployed did go heavily 
into debt, according to Bakke -- made people cut down on 
expenses, but the plane of living didn't fluctuate violently. 
People economized on clothes, recreation, food, and insurance. 
They moved to less expensive housing or moved in with 
relatives. 19 When cutting down on recreation, they went to fewer 
movies or clubs, went on fewer visits, saw fewer live sports 
events, and substituted cheaper ways of killing time -- they went 
to amateur sports events, attended court, went for walks, or 
stayed at home. 20 
Was it painful to go or be on relief? I traced, in the 
first section, the ups and downs of the reputation of relief 
when it was more or less acceptable to go on relief. Whitecollar 
and professional workers had a hard time on relief, because the 
customary relief budget allowances were scaled not to their 
normal incomes, but to those of factory hands. Consequently, 
they made a relatively greater sacrifice. They faced a greater 
humiliation than laborers in doing without clothes, a car, 
newspapers, a telephone, and all the other accoutrements of 
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middle class life. 21 In addition, the cultural stigma of 
accepting charity -- as they saw it -- was psychologically 
wearing and rasped against the grain of middle-class 
respectability that they cherished. 
It was not easy, emotionally, for anyone to go on relief, 
but the factory hand or the day laborer reportedly found it less 
painful to go on relief if their friends and neighbors were in 
the same circumstances. They could shift some of the 
responsibility for their reduced status from their own shoulders 
as they came in contact with others in the same position: if 
there were so many -- and there were millions -- in the same 
circumstances it was hard to see how they could all be 
individually to blame. Contact with other people on relief 
increased as a family moved to cheaper and cheaper rents, and the 
blow to prestige was softened somewhat by having companions in 
distress. 22 
Did unemployment merely disrupt lives and create unexpected 
and excessive stress, or did it whip people unmercifully? The 
record shows both sides of the story. The spring of 1933 may 
have marked the nadir of the depression, as far as it can be 
measured. Fifteen million people were out of work. Public 
services were suspended. People were losing their homes and 
farms. There was no such thing as security, according to 
Josephine Brown, "whether that meant the assurance of a Job, a 
home, a farm, shares of stock, deposits in banks, or a life 
insurance policy.n 23 
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M. Harvey Brenner, author o£ "In£luence o£ the Social 
Environment on Psychopathology" points out that all abrupt 
economic changes -- whether they be on the scale o£ the 
depression or not -- and regardless o£ their direction, are 
stress provoking. Undesirable changes, he £inds, exempli£ied by 
unemployment or income loss, are substantially more generative o£ 
stress, tension, and other pathological conditions. As i£ that 
weren't enough, the undesirable events -- inherently stress£ul as 
they are -- have £urther implications beyond the initial event. 24 
Even during a depression, unemployment is o£ten seen as merely a 
short term disruption to the £amily, £inances, social network, 
and work. In the long term, unemployment involves downward social 
mobility, as those who are rehired are o£ten underemployed (their 
skills are not used to £ull capacity), which is in itsel£ stress 
provoking. 25 The stress associated with unemployment and relie£ 
is hardly measurable, but at least one current economist has 
arrived at £igures concerning present day unemployment: with 
everyone percent increase in the U.S. unemployment rate, 920 Id 
more people commit suicide, 650 commit homicide, 500 die £rom 
heart and kidney disease, 4,000 are admitted to state mental 
hospitals, 3,300 are sent to state prisons. A one percent 
increase means 37,000 more deaths, including 20,000 heart 
attacks. 26 
Unemployment is stress£ul. So is going on relie£. Even 
those on relie£ or involved in a New Deal work program were not 
spared tensions and uncertainties. They worried about creditors 
taking their earnings. The relie£ Jobs weren't plenti£ul and 
workers didn't know how long their Jobs would last. 27 Political 
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pressures on President Roosevelt and the New Dealers meant that 
numbers on relief rolls fluctuated and appropriations for 
proJects varied widely. The general uncertainty tended to dampen 
morale of those working on the proJects. 28 
Even though relief brought a measure of economic security, 
Bakke found unemployed people Joyless. The relief eased the 
physical hardship, but it was not true medicine for the mental 
attitudes of the ambitious, be they lower, middle, or upper 
class. 29 He found that economic security is different than 
holding a Job -- those on direct relief had no control over their 
own affairs, one of the things he regards as essential to the 
workers' mental health. 30 This loss of control caused great 
distress. 
Did they give up, these people of the depression? Some say 
yes, some say no. Roy Rosenzweig, labor and cultural historian, 
thinks not. He has traced the history of the 'unemployment 
movement' during the depression and states that the absence of a 
revolution doesn't mean that the unemployed meekly accepted their 
lot. 31 The unemployed employed spontaneous survival strategies - ~ 
- starting cooperative movements, starting neighborhood 
assistance networks, looting supermarkets, etc. -- and some 
Joined councils associated with the Communist Party, the 
Socialist Party, and others. The groups managed to stop some 
evictions, turn on the gas and electricity, or raise relief 
payments. 32 The organizations of the unemployed were not 
revolutionary, nor were they truly a mass movement; the core 
membership of the groups never included even one percent of the 
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unemployed. 33 Perhaps people Joined these groups as a response 
to the widely felt need for commitment and adherence to rules. 
Rosenzweig says that, through the movements, "Jobless workers 
became convinced that their condition was not their own fault, 
that larger economic forces had thrown them out of work. "34 
Robert McElvaine, in the introduction to his book of letters to 
the Roosevelts, says that, as the depression wore on, self-blame 
declined and people began to feel that the government 'owed' them 
relief. 35 
On the other side o£ the coin are those scholars and 
observers who felt that unemployment and the depression whipped 
their victims, that those who fell would never rise again. Harry 
Hopkins, in an effort to find out how the New Deal programs were 
being received and how well they were working, sent Lorena Hickok 
traveling allover the country to observe and to report to him. 
At the outset, in 1933, she believed that the unemployed were not 
taking things sitting down, and she felt that riots would not be 
long in coming. 36 But by January, 1935, she said that she saw a 
whole generation -- those made unemployable by the depression --
stranded. Men over forty with half-grown families, who were bad 
insurance risks, who were being crowded by a younger generation, 
who couldn't keep up the pace demanded by their work, sustained a 
sort of bitter apathy. 37 She also worried about the young 
between the ages o£ 17 and 20 who had no work experience and had 
no chance of getting any. Soon, they too would be crowded by 
those who were younger still. This group she saw as a lost 
generation. 38 In The Unemployed Worker. Bakke comes to the 
conclusion that a chief source o£ difficulty in finding 
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employment was that people knew they were looking for Jobs that 
weren't there. They felt they were taking part in a sort of 
tragic play-acting; they were whipped before they started. 39 
B. THE EMPLOYED 
I noted above that one alternative to the hypothesis that 
the unemployed were responsible for the increase in the suicide 
rates was that it was not they, but others equally disturbed by ~ 
the state of the economy who committed suicide. 
really defensible? 
Is this position 
Those still employed were not safe either from the 
disturbances of the depression. John Garraty points out that the 
change in the economic climate must have been unsettling, even to 
those who continued to work steadily after 1929. The social and 
economic mobility of the previous decade came to a sudden halt. 
"Few workers," he says, "could feel safe when ever-larger numbers 
of their colleagues were out of work, and no end to the hard 
times was in sight. "40 
Reduced income caused people to share less often in group 
activities. This holds true for unemployed and employed alike, 
as wages fell and businesses failed. The lessened contact with 
friends and relatives made, in some cases, the individual feel 
alone and cut off. 41 Of course, in other cases, individuals felt 
a sense of camaraderie with others hit by the depression. 
In other words, many of the elements that caused distress to 
the unemployed were also features in the lives of the employed ~ 
loss of control, reduced income, and uncertainty about keeping a 
Job. It appears, then, that one of the things that happened to 
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employed and unemployed alike was the reduction of income, which 
in turn tended to cut people off from their usual activities and 
from each other. Emile Durkheim, sociologist, originated a term ~ 
for this state of isolation: anomie. Anomie, he explains, is an 
important factor in many suicides. Could the isolation induced 
by the reduction of income be responsible for the rise in the 
suicide rate during the depression? If it is, then the rise in 
the suicide rate cannot be due merely to the large numbers of 
unemployed. If, however, not isolation and privation alone, but 
feelings of uselessness, privation, and isolation together are 
necessary to produce anomie, then the link between the suicide 
rate and the unemployment rate has been partially illuminated. 
The unemployed faced greater emotional changes and deprivation 




alone and cut off than did the employed. One of the reasons that 
\ 
I am reluctant to claim direct causation between unemployment and I I 
suicide is that it is only unemployment that separates the I 
employed from the unemployed. Many of the same things were 
experienced by both the employed and the unemployed. Maybe it is 
I 
I " 
Just unemployment that makes the difference. 
SUICIDE 
Suicide is a difficult topic to deal with exhaustively. I 
indicated above that I thought suicide rates could be useful 
indicators about the state of a society -- about the general 
optimism or pessimism felt by those living through a crisis. In 
literature, at least, both optimism and pessimism were adequately 
expressed: were they reflected in suicide rates during the 
depression? To examine this subJect thoroughly, one must first 
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understand the normal societal patterns o£ suicide and then 
venture on to depression patterns to see i£ and how the patterns 
changed as a result o£ the crisis. 
A. NORMAL PATTERNS 
Over the years, researchers dealing with the topic o£ 
suicide have recorded several general patterns o£ suicide. These 
patterns take into account who commits suicide and when they 
commit suicide; they have also theorized as to why people end 
their lives. The £irst and £oremost o£ these scholars is 
/ 
indubitably Emile Durkheim, who published his Le Suicide in 1897. 
Durkheim (1858-1917) established the £oundations o£ modern 
sociology. He turned it into the study o£ the group that 
in£luences the individual, reJecting the stance o£ his £ore-
runners, who concentrated on the study o£ the individual in the 
group. He combined empirical research in France with 
sociological theory. Most subsequent scholars seem to use his 
work as a base point and either support or re£ute his positions. 
As £ar as possible, I have tried to decide between their 
arguments by doing my own analysis o£ the U.S. Bureau o£ the 
Census' Mortality Statistics, published yearly £rom 1900 to 1936, 
and the Bureau o£ the Census' Vital Statistics o£ the United 
States £or 1937 to 1940. 
The very basics o£ suicide are questions o£ demographics: 
which sex committed suicide more o£ten, at what age, at what time 
o£ year, which race committed suicide more o£ten, and was the 
place o£ residence urban or rural. Beyond these questions, one 
can investigate more intangible attributes -- marital status, 
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religion, occupation, and so on. In this section, I will deal 
with these questions in the order Just speci£ied and go on to 
discuss depression patterns. 
1. Gender 
Durkheim noted that men were more likely to commit suicide 
than women were. The reason £or the disparity, he said, was that 
women were creatures o£ rudimentary sensibilities and were less 
attached to society <societal in£luence being all important to 
suicide, according to Durkheim), .while men were more complex 
social beings and needed more support £rom others around them. 42 
He also said that women were less educated and were £undamentally 
traditionalist by nature, hence they hold £ixed belie£s and have 
no great intellectual needs, denial o£ which could have been an 
impetus to suicide. 43 Ruth Cavan, who studied case histories and 
combined her observations with statistical work, also noted the 
di££erence but postulated that either more men than women are 
subJected to critical situations or men are less able to adJust 
to them. 44 My study o£ the years £rom 1900 to 1940 bears out 
their observations that at every age, men are more likely to 
commit suicide than women. <See Table 1) Cumulatively, 22.2r. o£ 
all suicide was £emale; £or every 78 male suicides, there were 22 
£emale -- nearly a ratio o£ 1 to 4. 
2. Age 
At what age are people most likely to commit suicide? 
Durkheim decided that children and the elderly demand less £rom 
society and that there£ore they £eel no lack o£ anything that 
could lead them to commit suicide. 45 Few succeeding authors have 
taken up the subJect o£ age, but I have £ound that, £or 1900-
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Table 1: Distribution bf suicide by sex and age 1900-1.940 
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1940, no children less than £ive years old committed suicide, 
while one or two a year did so in the £ive to nine age group. 
Overall, people committed suicide most within the ages o£ £i£ty 
to £i£ty-£our -- 13.37. o£ all suicides occurred between those 
ages; 43.47. between 35 and 54. Clearly, middle age is the 
dominant period £or suicide. (See Table 2 and graphs 5, 6, 7, and 
8) Within any single age group, men always committed more 
suicides, but £or the age group 15-19, women committed nearly 
hal£ o£ the suicides. However, o£ all £emale suicides that 
occurred, most £ell between the ages 20 and 39, with the dominant 
age group being 20-25. Women committed suicide at substantially 
younger ages than did the population as a whole. 
O£ all male suicides, men committed suicide predominantly 
between 50 and 54, determining, by weight o£ their larger 
numbers, the trends in the population as a whole. One quarter o£ 
all male suicides between 1900 and 1940 occurred in the age group 
45-54, and 44.97. between the ages 40 and 59. The conclusions to 
be drawn here are that women committed suicide at an earlier 
point in their lives than did men, since the principal age group 
£or women was 20 to 29, while the men's was 40 to 59. As a 
result o£ the greater proportion o£ male suicides, the statistics 
£or the men dominate, causing the total dominant ages to be 
between 40 and 59. (See Graph 8) 
3. Race 
Durkheim distinguishes between races in turn-o£-the century 
France -- Germans, Slavs, Latins, Anglo-Saxons, and so on. He 
comes to the conclusion that race is not as in£luential as is the 
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Table 2: Distribution of suicide by sex and age 1900- 1940 
0····/1· ~5'''''(''t 
TCltaJ. =::. 1"1 !::·l.llfl 0 ~.?'? 
'!'i'PC-?I'''cE~nt " 00 .. 0 :L 
r .. ~;;' l.lm 0 ~:; 
·ii· P f:~ I'" c ("~ n t . 00 .. ()O 
!::;um 0 :;:;::~':: 
*F'f.?I'''cE-?nt u 00 .. 0 :1. 
:2:;0 .. ···:::::4 il·0··"·4 i l· 
":!" 
'-' 1 i.1·~::;~I? :::;; 7
1 
()::::; f.:) :~:;t;)(~):'I;':': :I. "'1·29H~:':; 
7 · 1::17 9 .. ~,~? .~~'t 9 .. 9:,;:: :1. () .. '7 b 
:1. :~:~ ::? ~~l4· :1. ~,? ~,? :;':': :1. :1. :!. :::::7 :I. :1 :1. :I. 4~."! 
1 0 .. E~() :l I:) " '7~:~; :I. 0 .. 00 q , FlO 
4 :2:: "! :::::6 1.1· \.1 :? ~:.:; '7 :==':;099:';:: ~.::.i4 :1. :::;() 
B " 5~.~~ 
<} · c;;.() ;;:; " 9:::; 1 () " ~:;~7; 
70 .... ·71.1· 7~:; .... ·79 EI~::;·""n9 
:1. 7 :1. <r :1. :I. 04():? 41::11.1·::;:: 
4- ~:;o :',;:: 60 :l ...... i " .. .. .1::: .!. 
27:::;9 :I. .!.1·8::::: c:,,,}'''7 
~2 · 4 1 :I. · ~~() . 60 
1. <]!:.;>::~:o :1. :1. ElU;:'j ~,:5~~:,; :1. <] 
..• 
,,::' · BEl ;:: · ~:~ ::;.~ 1 , Of! 
* Percent means percent of al l 
male or female suicides that 
occur within this age group 
43 .. 4 percent o f all suic i des 
occur bet ween 35 and 54 
44.9 percent of all male 
suicides occur between 40 and 59 
43 . 6 percent of all female 
suicides occur between 20 and 39 
:1. I.:> 1 ~:? 
" 
il·() 
1"\''',' " .• :::,.)t:) 
. :? :I. 
:I. ~:l /.~!. E~ 
. .. ·.·1 .~)(.::r 
lO····· :I. 4 
c1'7~5 ]~::;::~:n 
.. :,;:~4 :I. .. D9 
~.:.):::::c.;) '7 ::~; ~~; il· 
.. 47 6 u 4;5 
:I. ~50/1· :I. il· ~:3 '7 ~,? 
.. ~1?~1 ~.? .. 90 
~:iO""'::54 
~::j H 4 7 :,~:~ :::::U:::::Elf.:l 
:I. 1· .. lJ:~;; <} .. 6 :I. 
9Fl :I. 9 '7B'l :I. 
r.;;) 
I. •• } " 
6,'l 6 . 92 
6El29 :L I.!·t.:l::;:~;j] 
:I. 
..... 
•• ~I " :2::0 9 . (I :1 • 
~5 :1. 
"O J. 
,, 0 :1. 
::~;60 
. 07 " 0:1. 
::~':: 1 ~:;EI7 ::'::}' '7 ~S :::~ 
!5. 40 L.. nJ:::' <.J .. 'J •. J 
:i. oI"')/Ml .,:: . .. :~ :I. 9 :I. ~28 :I. 11 
:i. (j II -"IT.':':' :I. t ::~~7" ! '\.oj .. 
::::. ~~: f:3 0 n 40~:566 
6 ~3C? 
... ., 
90 .. / .. 
60··'·f.:;·<l 6:5····· 6 ':? 
::~~ ~,? 7' c; tJ ~:::: ~.) ::::; ~:.:5 :::!; 
F' .;; .'~" .. .I::: :[ t.) .. :::::4 
i.':) ~I~:': ~:) '7 '~1·4fl:'? 
I:::' ~50 
"'1' 91.j· ..I . ,~) " 
::::: Cf 0 ~.~i ~.::.i ::~':'~ <:;) t:~ ::::: ~5 
..., 6 1 ~5 a '1 ; . J. " .1 • 
100,", 
:!. :1. c1"7 
,, 00 II :.:::() 
1 ::~;4 
,,00 . 12 






.. - ····· ::···i 
.....••.... j 
. ~ ... :.:: ~.::.:::::~ ·.:.::':::::':1 
·::-~::·:-:-~.-·:r~~::::::::.:--:·~:!.:-:···~=-:-·~-! ~:=.=-:.--:. :::-: .. -.-:-=.-~-:-:..::.::::-=.~ ... . --. -- ". ''-''- .. i , . . -, . - - - '.~.~.~=J 
\'l.~ -------F~ ,::,:' : ~.: :: .. ,' . . , _ .. _ -... _ ._.~_ ..... _.. ,- .. ,. ..... _ -. -'-;~=~:':-:-::-~., eO. " _ - ------- -.---- . .. --• • ---------•• -----------.----.-... --...... . - ---.-•• - -' •. ," -', "." _ •. ·._· ·· _ •• _. __ • ______ .~ ___ • ____ ·_" _____ 1 
. -." :. ::-: .~- :'.f ." . : .:.~:_ ... t-.":.:·~--:~~~ · :.::~ :~ ~-:: . ~~:::£~=~:: ~ .:-:.-: .::~-::~~ .::::'~I-::.·~:~- ~- ~ ~_~ :.: '~~=~:: .':~.-" .-: : :~-~ .. _ ._. r '~:.::'~ :. __ :-.~~::':~ :=':':: .~':._=-: .~. --.~-: ::-'=·:i 
1--·--·--.... --·----·--····-. ---- -· ··i--·----·----t-,-------~--·-·----'--·-----·- .. - .. -~-··--- , ---·'---'.~' .- .-.--.-... -... ---------.. -----..... ------.. --.---.. --.---.. --.-... -.. . . .. -_ ... _ ...... _.-_ .. 
l· .. _:.:: .. : : ..: . :.:: :.:~:~~.:·::r::.:::·:.:=~:; :~::: :: :::.: . '::. ~.~::::: :: : :.:.:~.. . .. . .............. , .. ,::=:: ,.::~:: ~::: .. ::: : . - ....• .. ,..... .. . . . ... ...... -...... ... . ~~::=:: ·~~~1 
1.).0 - .. ::----;-.... ----. ---:::-:--.. -.. -.-:::::-:--.-:-:--i-:.::.:::~.-.. --.--.-.-:.:...:.:. .. ..:::.. - .--- •.. ---- .--.---.-.---.-.. .::.:..:-.~---.---.-•. , •. - ... - ... -...... - .... - .... - .. ..... - ...... _ .. -
... _-... ..... --.- ...... - . . . . _- ._ . ..... ...... -._ .... -- .. -.-~---- .. -~-.--.--.... - ,-----.. --.. .. -.--
.............. . r-__ ~-l 
lS.O .--.-.. --:..-.... -:--.- -.-. . --. ----.--.---.-. '.----
(,.0 •... _ ..•. - .. -- •.• -....••• --.--.-. ----.• . -.----. .. --.-. 
1./.0 
. .!. ... .. -... _.-_. -.--..... ·f·---.... ·· ... · ... . I 
.. , ., I · . 
-~- -_ . .- - -~.~-.:~. 
. -.-.-.... ~:.:- : 1:::.:-: :.:. ~.:: 
.. - t . . . 
--_.-.. _- .----. ~::....-=.:..:i~:::-:·:....:..::. .... ::.~-:... .. ... ····1· . . 
I ·· 
. t 
. ···:=.·:~~~-1··~·~-~:1 :.-~.~ 
... :: ···· 1 ... · '1 . I 
. . I 
__ ,,_ ._ •. __ ~ ____ . ... _ .t_ .. _ ... _. ___ ._1.~_. _. __ .. . 
.. _- [-















... ... -•. -. "'--'1 





-I - J\ 
~t 







'---, .-.-_-.. - _,,-,, -.. -~--'-----------_~='-.-_,_-._-_-_-1, 
. . _, __ .. ____ • ' -0 " ' • •.. 
..• _._. ___ .. _ .... ,_ .. __ .. ___ .' __ "_'_'_~ __ ~ ____ ' _~_ .. __ ~ .~ __ -___ ._0.·-
. . . . . . .: .-. ~;. : : .. -::~:. ~: : . t . - . - . :.--- . ; .~. - --... 
." . .... ,- .. , . ~ - . 
; '" ,,' , I' , .-'-----<"='----"-"=.---=---"-f""------ ---.- -.--,-... -,-------~--,---, -,---!.----,-,.:::--"':..:.....:.,:.:.:~-,-' .-.--.-----'--- - --------~ 1 -- .. ~: :.:' :': : .. ~~~~-~:·:-t·~~--:::~~~~:=:+::-~-~:::=--:.=-l .. ~:-: ... . -.. -. ~- .. -. 
._--: _________ . ____ ______ :~--- ~~ __ ::.:..:::!:::.:;:::..:._:::::~=t..:'_::::_'.::::::~:::.::::_:_:. _, ____ ._.__ " ____ ,_ -_. ___ . __ ___ . --' , :::: : -:--~: ~:::. :.: ::::-
,--
. _ ":": ::L.~~~:~:~.:::::.::~.E:-::-_:~.:_ ~:::_'~ :_: ,_0 .. _ _ .. - -' .. --.~= :=.M~:.~~,: ::~:.:j 
-_._.-. -. - -- -~· '--·--I 
-- .•.. _j_ ••.•• •• -- .• - ••• - . 
--.====-1--------
: ,_. . ... ". -~ ...... - .... 
. _- .. _ ...... -~ ..... -... -_ .. _--._ ... _. 
. 
r 
~ ..... ," .. 
! 
'_"_'_ ._l ·~ __ ... __ . 
·------1 --",-- -- --:~~~~: ::::-;~,-~'J 
___ _ .. _. ___ : :. ::::_::::.:J 
. •• --_ .• ~,·,·-I 
-. ..- ._-.. - ... 
- --. -::- --..:..--~-,,-.:..:.:..:: -",~:] 
.•... _____ ._ .. __ . ·-i 
...•• _ ___ .• .••.. __ 4 
.- ... i 
I 
- - -···- 1 
------..:~J 








---~ : . ... ,, ' ":.' .! .~ ". 
------- . • I -------~--.----------------~---. 
: . -... :~ .. : --.: ~ : = .--~ :.' :- :·:·-t:·.~.--- ~.:~: ' .:-.. ~- ;:::.::::: :'-:":'.j:~ ~:. :.~-::::-:. r::.:.:":.:_:::-:-;.--: -: -: .:: : .. :- t : -: .:.-:: ~: ~~': r' . __ .- ,.- ._-. -... -. 
. , ...... - - .- -.- .--... - .• -- ... ~..... ... .. .. .. .. - ... -. .... - .. , .. -. -. -_ ..... l 
j .• • -. 
.• -•.•.••.... - 1 .-. , - •.. . -,--" ,. - ._-••.•.•.• -.- - .. • ~--- ,,-. . • • • -
.. _ .. _.-... ---. -",,'-.c:,--.;-.;---;-''',..,--.-,-':'--:::-':::-:::=-::'r'-:-"'-:---" -:-"-:---.,"·r·"-"--·"-·--"""," -;-- -- --. - .•. :::.::~::::::-~t:-::::-~~· ----- ....... -.. ,. ----.. --.---
.-- I - .. - . . -_ ..... 
-,~ .. ' 
. .. - ... ... ..... : ...... :.:.:::--:j 1'" 
.. :-.. -:::- .: .. : ::::::.:.:::::-::\ :.J 
, " • •••• -••••.• " •• -. • •••••• ---j 
••...•.. __ " .• __ _ .,~. __ · __ ._l 
.. . ... . ... -- ~ r-:-:-::---:-r-::' =:.---=-=_.-=-;-_._--.-._. -.-.. __ .-.---.---... ---.-------. -.--------------- .... - -. ----.. - .... :~ .. --- --;--::-::-::::-=-:::  :::::::! 
_. . . .... : .. ::::;.:::-j 
..... .. _- ......... --.. - ... ~ 
.... .. -.--:.::: ::::~ 
... -. ~ ,-_ .. , 
~.i';l .. - .. - .-.-.-.. -----.. ----- ---.-. ----... ----......... - .. - .. --" ...... ----.... _.". ". -'-"¥_"-"---'--.'-:::--===1 
.- --- .. "·-:-~-l 
... __ .. , ~--- ~-.j 
"'-:~ :-.:-~:-:::~-~-~: 2 .. -- - ~ .. -- .. 
(j"P --- ---.. --.-.--- -.---- _._~ . ____ . _~_ ._ ••. _. ___ n' ::.-
. _ . . _ .. _ .. I 
. -- -. -.-, ~-----I 
4.0 .-. -----.1-=""--"-=--, .... -.--- ---.-.. --.... - - ... - ... _.-.. -.------. 
,.-.- •. ! , 
... _-- - ---- ... __ . --~ 
~ .1\ 




- . •... - . - •. j .. _.- .,.-._ .• -- . : .. __ . __ .-•. _ •.• _- • .. 
. (0P \:S~-:~:-:; ~; +~+t~1;;·~:f.~~-:..;:.~,..-~-.~- ~..,·;--~~--~+-+--~-t -1----.1-1-
~ ,0 l. ::...:::.::.: ~-:-~:..-:::...::--;~~~ -:--: . T~::;-:::~u 
! . ,! ~ .-.. - '.::~ : .. :.::. : ~:'-:..:": 
2. I) - .. -...• _----.----.---
-I 
~1~ ~I 
-- ._--_.!.-. __ .{ 
' --"'--"i .-=-- -- .-.:..-- .'-j.::_. -.- :':::'::~=-::::':"--' .-:.. .. ---- --.--:.. :-:..----: . . - .... - ... ----.. -:.:.::.:.=.:.:...:=::::==: 
. -- .. · It:-j-=:~~~~·-~-:~~t~<:. ··~~:-: :~~.:.-~~ S:~::· : --.--: :::·<- : ~L~~ :t~=~~~:~~:l~~ 
. __ _~. - . . . . - - ... _. - ----_·_·---1 - :.:-.. _. -~:....:.....:....-.: :-~ ...:.--~ :---.--:':.~-. --.--.~-- ... -:. . ~~-~-~~ ~::;~~~~B 
. • _ . • . ,. -_ ...•• -._ .• -j 
. -. .. , -.--~ 
····---··-·-·--------i 
. ~--""""' --'-I 
- ... -.~-- ..• -.-.-.--I 
.. __ ....... ...... -_._j 
.. _-- - 1 
. '----.; 
... _._-.... _. __ .. --... __ ._ .. _----. 
.... . . -1 
\60-
.-.. ~ 
civilization in which one is reared. 46 He does not investigate 
caucasian versus non-caucasian suicides, and I cannot compare my 
results to his, as the Mortality Statistics only distinguishes 
between whites and non-whites. Ruth Cavan agrees with him, 
holding that suicide is not due to racial temperament, at least 
in Europe. She does not investigate whites/non-whites to any 
great extent. 47 
From 1923 to 1940 -- the period for which the Bureau of the 
Census distinguished between races -- non-whites never committed 
more than eight percent of the suicides for any given age range. 
The average was about 3.4Y.. Non-caucasian suicide peaked between 
the ages of 25 and 29 and was noticeably lower than the total 
percentage between the ages 50 and 54. Forty-six percent of all 
white suicides occurred between the ages 40 and 59, while fifty 
percent of non-white suicides occurred between the ages of 20 and 
39 during the same period. (See Tables 3 and 4) 
4. Residence 
An aspect of suicide patterns that is particularly 
interesting is the distribution according to place of residence. 
Durkheim hypothesized that suicide is more urban than rural, 
because the social causes of suicide are closely related to urban 
civilization and are found there more often than elsewhere. 48 
This relates to his discussion of anomie, which he says is bred 
easily in an urban atmosphere. Louis Dublin, an epidemiologist 
whose book Suicide. ~ sociological and statistical study (1963) 
was commissioned by the National Institute for Mental Health 
agrees with Durkheim's distribution of urban and rural suicide, 
adding that it used to be a rule that the larger the city, the 
54 
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Tabl e 4: Distribution of non-white suicide by sex and age 1923-1940 
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higher the suicide rate. But things have changed over time, with 
a decline in the number of suicides in cities and relatively 
little change in rural areas. 49 Cavan, however, says that there 
is no relationship between the size of a city and its suicide 
rate and further holds that there is no consistent ratio between 
urban and rural suicides. 50 It is hard to know definitely why 
suicide varies from city to countryside, though much of the 
reason probably has to do with the tighter social control of 
rural areas as opposed to the sort of moral free-far-all 
popularly supposed to be a hallmark of a city. 
The Bureau of the Census distinguished between urban and 
rural suicides, counting as urban those cities of 10,000 
population or more, and rural those places with fewer than 10,000 
people. (See Table 5 and Graph 9) Unfortunately, the Bureau of 
the Census did not keep track of urban and rural populations 
consistently, which means that I can only give rates for a very 
few of the thirty-one years they kept records of urban and rural 
suicides. Since I'd rather deal with as many years as possible, 
this discussion is based on the raw numbers and not the rates. 
On average, the rate in urban areas was 12.8 suicides per 1,000 
population, while in rural areas it was 11.8, a small but 
perceptible difference. There were always more suicides in urban 
than in rural areas, with rural areas contributing 42.5X of all 
suicides, meaning that for every 43 suicides in rural areas, 
there were 57 in the cities. 
There was also more non-white suicide in urban than in rural 
areas, as rural non-whites committed only 2.6 percent of all 
55 
Table 5: Distribution 6f urban and rur a l suicide 19 10- 1938 
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rural suicides and urban non-whites committed 3.1 percent of all 
urban suicides. From 1910 to 1938, most suicide was caucasian --
about 96 percent of the urban suicides were committed by whites, 
97 percent of the rural suicide were committed by whites. (See 
Table 5) The conclusions to be drawn here are that, first, there 
is substantially more urban than rural suicide; and second, most 
suicide is committed by whites. 
The basic demography of suicide, then, was and probably 
still is, not a large bone of contention. More men than women 
commit suicide. More whites than other races in the U.S. 
committed suicide. Overall, people committed suicide most often 
between the ages 40 and 59. Women were most likely to commit 
suicide between 20 and 39. 
suicide between 40 and 59. 
Men were more likely to commit 
Non-white suicides peaked between the 
ages 25 and 39, and show a notable paucity of suicide in the age 
groups in which whites most often committed suicide. Whites 
committed most of the suicides, whether they were in urban or 
rural areas. There was more urban than rural suicide. The 
graphs and tables perhaps explain this more clearly than I can. 
I cannot fully ascribe causes for the differences in suicide 
rates, but I think I must point out where existing explanations 
are insufficient. First, more men than women commit suicide. 
This trend is apparently changing today -- more women are 
committing suicide than ever before. I don't believe that 
Durkheim's explanation that women, being cut off from society, 
have no great intellectual needs denial of which could be 
conducive to suicide is relevant to the 1900-1940 period in the 
U.S. Women then were not completely cut off from society, nor 
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were they then -- or ever -- any less intellectual than men. 
Cavan's explanation that men are less able to withstand critical 
situations may have a grain o£ truth but is not easily reconciled 
to a history o£ men's achievements and endurance. Maybe the 
di££erence is socially determined, and in a patriarchal, male 
dominated society, men who lose their power or position £eel 
demeaned and lowered enough in others' eyes to commit suicide, 
while women generally more sensitive than men -- can be strong 
in the £ace o£ adversity because they realize that position and 
power are not everything. Women with £amilies, especially, £eel 
needed and generally will not leave them voluntarily. 
Next, there is the urban and rural di££erence. I have noted 
that there is generally Just a bit more suicide in urban areas 
than in rural and that this zits in well with traditional 
perceptions o£ cities as places o£ £ew morals and little social 
control. In urban areas, it is believed, one £eels alienated, 
alone: anomic, in £act. In rural areas, so the story goes, there 
is greater -- su££ocating, in some ~ases social control and an 
extensive support system. 
urban than rural suicide? 
Is there any doubt why there is more 
Finally, non-whites commit much less suicide than whites. 
Blacks are the maJor component o£ this group, and blacks during 
this period were more likely to be £ound living in rural areas 
than in urban. Blacks, unlike whites, also o£ten have extended 
£amilies that provide basic economic and emotional security. 51 
Finally, one may theorize that blacks were downtrodden during 
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this period -- depression or no depression. 
losing? 
Were they used to 
In looking into the demographics of who committed suicide, 
most researchers also investigate less tangible distributions --
the suicide's status regarding marriage, religion, social milieu, 
religion, and affluence. Since the Bureau of the Census does not 
record any of these items, I was left with no way to corroborate 
or disprove anything others asserted. At this point, I will 
eschew verbosity and decline to discuss the marital status and 
religion of suicides, as it does not add appreciably to the 
information about suicide between 1900 and 1940. 
5. Social milieu 
The social milieu to which a person belongs is generally 
recognized to have a large bearing on his suicide. Anomie, one 
of Durkheim's terms, is the state in which the individual feels 
very isolated and cut off from others; primary relationships are 
few and secondary relationships are unsatisfactory. It is 
Durkheim's contention that anomie is central to most but 
definitely not all -- suicides. I will not examine this point in 
further detail, because here I am concerned with the basic idea 
that isolation is a factor in suicide. Louis Dublin agrees with 
Durkheim, saying that the way the individual deals with a crisis 
usually depends on the relation of the individual to the world 
about him -- consequently those who are isolated are more likely 
to commit suicide than those who are not. 52 George M. Carstairs, 
in an article entitled "Overcrowding and Human Aggression" 
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agrees, saying that success£ul suicides are o£ten £ound in areas 
where many people live in social isolation, bere£t o£ any family 
or other primary support group.53 
The point that suicide is often due to lack of support or a 
non-integrated society has come up often in this section. 
Religion and education have much to do with the integration o£ 
society; therefore they should bear some sort o£ relationship to 
/ 
the occurrence o£ suicide. Emile Durkheim says that an 
integrated society provides mutual moral support, and states that 
suicide varies inversely with the degree o£ integration of 
religious, domestic, and political societies. 54 Many scholars 
have discussed reasons for the dif£erent suicide rates among 
religious groups, and i£ the reader is interested, there is a 
short discussion in the chapter notes. 55 As religion is not very 
germane to the issue at hand, it is dispensed with here. 
6. Affluence 
One of the central points of disagreement among suicide 
scholars is that of wealth versus poverty. One faction --
Durkheim, Henry, and Short, among others -- holds that suicide is ~ 
particularly prevalent among the wealthy, or high status 
groups.56 It is one of Durkheim's central tenets that suicidal 
behavior is associated with social status and that anomie is more 
likely to afflict the mobile, sensitive rich than ordinary 
people. 57 He £ound that industrial and commercial professions 
furnished the greatest number of suicides. 58 This was remarkable 
to him, because he felt that logically, "i£ voluntary deaths 
increased because li£e was becoming more difficult, they should 
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diminish as com£ort increases.· 59 Upward mobility brings with it 
both material com£ort and anomie, in other words. 
Andrew Henry and James Short see suicide as the outcome o£ 
two things: £rustration and lack o£ legitimacy in aggressive 
feelings. Frustration is that which is produced when members o£ 
status group cannot maintain their position. Since they see 
suicide as having £undamentally the same source as homicide, they 
say that if aggression is perceived by the o££ender as having 
legitimacy, the o££ender will kill another. If it lacks 
legitimacy, the only option le£t is to kill oneself. 60 Short and 
Henry hypothesize that suicide rates increase in depressions and 
fall in prosperity, because those in high status groups £ace a 
greater relative loss in depressions than do those of low status. 
And since they link suicide with high status groups, suicide 
should increase in depressions. 61 
Another scholar, Stuart Palmer, puts £orth his theory o£ 
reciprocity as the root o£ suicide in his book The Violent 
Society. Low reciprocity means that one's actions are 
inadequately recompensed, while high reciprocity means that one's 
actions are over-recompensed. High reciprocity, he says, is the 
cause o£ suicide, because low tension creates £rustration and 
aggression. Lack o£ the £ine balance o£ tension indigenous to 
our society puts a person o££ balance and creates sel£ 
aggression. This theory is not easily compared with others, as 
it has no class component. 62 
Another point o£ view is held by Cavan and, strangely 
enough, by Durkheim. This perspective is that poverty is not 
conducive to suicide. Cavan says that hardship is not always 
60 
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in£luential to sel£-destruction. To prove her point, she notes 
that there is more hardship in winter than in summer, but that 
there are £ewer suicides during colder months. In addition, one 
can become inured to poverty, to learn to expect little £rom 
li£e, to not be crushed when things go wrong. 63 Durkheim agrees, 
saying that poverty is a limitation to which one can be 
acclimated, and that one cannot be disturbed by poverty i£ one is 
already poor. 64 Dublin disagrees, reporting on research done in 
England and Wales that £ound suicide prevalent at both the top 
and the bottom o£ the economic scales. 65 
The early scholars £ound suicide disproportionately 
associated with the rich and prestigious. Roger Lane, author o£ 
Violent Death in the City. states that several (unnamed) modern 
American scholars have £ound suicide more marked among the poor 
and the lowly. The way to reconcile these two viewpoints - -
suicide among the rich or the poor -- is pointed out by Lane: 
Suicide has become democratized over time. More women, blacks, 
and younger people are now committing suicide than ever be£ore, 
while white middle-aged rates have declined. 66 O£ course, I am 
studying the depression and the period preceding it, which 
occurred be£ore the democratization o£ suicide that Lane records 
-- indubitably more whites than others, more elderly people than 
younger, more men than women committed suicide during that 
period. I have £ound suicide closely linked to unemployment, 
which primarily hit the lower classes. Is this not proo£ to the 
contrary o£ Durkheim's thesis: how could the rich be committing 
suicide in great numbers while suicide is consistently linked to 
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unemployment? It may be that the rich did commit suicide in 
droves, but because the number of rich was small, it does not 
show up in the statistics. Even if they were, however, there 
were even more others who committed suicide, and many of them 
were affected by unemployment, as my tests have shown. 
7. Timing 
Scholars have looked into the question of timing of suicide 
not only during a person's life, but during the year, during 
the day. They have also discussed the ~roles played by wars and 
crises in the fluctuation of suicide rates. I was only able to 
verify a few assumptions about yearly patterns through use of the 
Mortality Statistics. 
Durkheim, by studying the month in which people committed 
suicide, found that suicide is not dependent at all on 
temperature -- months of the same average temperature 
consistently have different rates. 67 He found the maximum number 
of suicides occurring in pleasant seasons; there were always more 
suicides in the six warmest than in the six coldest months. 68 
Louis Dublin tries to ascribe a cause to this odd variation: 
"suicide is not a reaction to the physical hardships incidental 
to poverty, cold, or hunger, which press hardest in the winter 
months; on the contrary, spring time and the early summer months, 
the pleasantest months of the year, when the earth renews her 
vigor and when many forms of life start afresh, record the 
maximum incidence of suicide. We do not know whether this 
results from undiscovered physiological responses to changes in 
temperature, humidity, or other natural conditions, or whether it 
is due merely to the restlessness of 'spring fever' or to the 
62 
pain£ul contrast between the suicide's own despair and the 
resurgence o£ li£e about him. "69 
To veri£y Durkheim's claims, I turned to the Mortality 
Statistics, which sometimes record the number o£ suicides per 
month. (See Table 6) From 1900 to 1940, the months were ranked, 
with May having the most suicides and February the least. I£ we 
count November through February as winter, March through June as 
spring, July to October as late summer/early £all, then spring 
has the most suicide, summer-£all next, and £inally winter. 
My £indings support Durkheim's -- there are more suicides in 
the period o£ increasingly better weather every year. This 
discovery is slightly startling, because one tends to expect that 
harder physical conditions will lead to more sel£-destruction. 
Maybe this is an indicator that bad weather, which £orces people 
into closer contact, breeds a sense o£ togetherness expressed in 
the low suicide rate. The depression was a period o£ di££icult 
physical conditions, but the suicide rate rose instead o£ 
£alling. Obviously, something more than Just deprivation in 
terms o£ physical conditions occurred in the depression. The 
circumstance which best zits the bill is massive unemployment. 
Durkheim's explanation £or the seasonal phenomenon is that 
since he could not £ind cosmic £actors that would explain the 
monthly variations o£ suicide, then there must be social 
conditions that do so. His conclusion is that, "i£ voluntary 
deaths increase £rom January to July, it is not because heat 
disturbs the organism, but because social li£e is more 
intense. "70 
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Table 6: Suicides by month 1900-1940 
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To substantiate his claim, Durkheim also investigated the 
time o£ day during which suicides most £requently occur. He 
£ound, upon inspecting two years' data, that the most suicides 
occurred between late morning and a£ternoon. The early morning, 
evening, and night had fewer suicides. 71 He £eels that this day-
time tendency £or suicide proves his point, £or didn't most 
suicides occur at a time when social li£e was at its height?72 
There are other matters o£ timing -- beyond yearly and daily 
variations -- to be considered. For example, what is the e££ect 
o£ wars on the suicide rate? Many authors have pointed out that 
suicide statistics during vars are likely to be lower than normal 
i£ soldier's suicides are counted as war deaths. With that 
caveat in mind, let us examine Durkheim's position and £ind i£ it 
is upheld by the 1900-1940 statistics. Durkheim observed that 
political disturbances -- wars, revolutions, elections tend to 
coincide with a decrease in suicide rates £or both men and women, 
£or both conquerors and conquered. 73 Such a disturbance, he 
says, temporarily causes a stronger integration o£ society, 
because people think less o£ themselves and more o£ a common 
cause. 74 Ruth Cavan also £ound suicide rates decreasing in time 
o£ war in Chicago, but questioned whether the decrease was due to 
popular participation in a social movement or the £act that vars 
generally produce good business conditions. 75 The national 
suicide rate, after hitting a peak in 1908 (see Table 7), hovered 
around 16 per every 100,000 people until 1914. 
of Table 7 illustrates this point: 
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A brief section 
Table 7: Number of suicides per year and rate 
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Year Suicide rate per 100,000 people 
1914 - 16.6 
1915 - 16.7 
1916 - 14.2 
1917 - 13.4 
1918 - 12.2 
1919 - 11.4 
The rate decreased rapidly after 1915. But these six years had 
high rates, in comparison with the following years. (See Table 7) 
1939 and 1940 show no noticeable change from previous years. 
Thus it is not clear that wars -- or at least modern wars -- make 
a large difference to the suicide rate. 
The question of war brings up the question of other sorts of 
crises. George Simpson, in his introduction to the Free Press' 
/ 
edition of Emile Durkheim's Suicide, notes that it is Durkheim's 
thesis that in crises of great magnitude the suicide rate falls 
because the crisis more strongly integrates society and the 
individual actively participates in social life. 76 I have 
already noted Durkheim's belief that wars, revolutions, and other 
disturbances tend to go hand-in-hand with a decrease in suicide 
rates. He holds that the crisis must excite popular passions to 
integrate society tightly, which in turn causes the rate to 
decrease. 77 However, Durkheim does not include financial crises 
among the crises that will inspire fewer suicides. 
Durkheim holds, instead, that economic crises have an 
naggravating effect on the suicidal tendency. n78 He says that 
the increase is not due to the fact that poverty is often a 
result of economic crises, because crises of prosperity have the 
same effect. What is important is their nature as crises -- the 
disturbance of equilibrium is an impulse to voluntary death. 79 A 
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distinction that he seems to be making but does not fully 
articulate is that industrial or financial crises change the 
social order, while wars and political disturbances tend to 
reinforce it. This point is necessary if one is to believe his 
distinction between the differing effects of differing crises. I 
am not sure, however, that such a distinction holds true when 
examined carefully. 
Louis Dublin does not distinguish between types of crises. 
He says that a crisis calls for any of a variety of solutions, of 
which suicide is only one. That a person chooses suicide is 
usually dependent on his relations to the world around him. 80 
Thus suicide becomes too personal a matter to generalize about in 
terms of types of crises. Ruth Cavan looks at the matter not in 
terms of crisis, but in terms of 'organization' and 
'disorganization.' Social disorganization, she says, occurs when 
customs and habits usually found to be adequate fail to regulate 
a situation. 81 Personal disorganization occurs when adJustment 
cannot be made to a situation, which causes dissatisfaction, 
restlessness, and unhappiness. 82 Either type of disorganization 
can occur in any community and can be touched off by a crisis, 
which can, in turn, inspire some to take their own lives. 
There are innumerable reasons to commit suicide. Failing 
health, loss of a loved one, revenge, or a social setback are but 
a few of the causes of suicide. At this Juncture, I'd like to 
develop the point about the economy: what about economic crises, 
such as the depreSSion? Durkheim says that political 
disturbances knit a society together and cause fewer suicides 
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than normal. He also said that economic crises give rise to an 
increased number of suicides. "In the case of economic 
disasters, indeed, something like a declassification occurs," he 
states, "which suddenly casts certain individuals into a lower 
state than their previous one. Then they must reduce their 
requirements, restrain their needs, learn greater self-control. 
All the advantages of social influence are lost so far as they 
are concerned; their moral education has to be recommenced. But 
society cannot adJust them simultaneously to this new life and 
teach them to practice the increased self-repression to which 
they are unaccustomed. So they are not adJusted to the condition 
forced on them, and its very prospect is intolerable; hence the 
suffering which detaches them from a reduced existence even 
before they have made trial of it. "83 
As I have discussed above, Short and Henry see a direct link 
between economic crises and violent death. Since frustration is 
produced by an inability to maintain social position, and since 
this frustration leads to suicide, it is those who cannot 
maintain social position that commit suicide. Depressions, they 
go on to say, hurt people of high status relatively more than 
those of low status. Thus high status people commit suicide 
during depression, because of their inability to stay at the top 
of the heap. 84 
A warning before proceeding to the topic of suicide during 
the depression: the relationship between economic adversity and 
increased suicide rates is not one-to-one. As Durkheim holds, 
individual events cannot be considered the cause of a suicide 
unless one is so inclined, no unhappiness in life can cause a 
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person to kill himself. 8S Dublin points out that a business 
crisis, though often associated with suicide, is not always 
followed by a rise in the suicide rate and the severity of the 
crisis gives no clue about the attendant rise in the suicide 
rate. 86 He says that in the last analysis it is the individual's 
constitution in relation to the stresses that he faces which make 
the difference. 87 Finally, William Ogburn and Dorothy Thomas, 
who wrote an article on the relationship of social conditions to 
business conditions, point out that "of course the fact that 
social statistics fluctuate simultaneously with indexes of the 
business cycle does not necessarily prove a causal influence, 
that is, that the economic changes produce the social changes. "88 
B. Suicide and the Depression. 
"The depression was an exceptionally disagreeable 
experience." 
-- John Kenneth Galbraith 89 
How many people believe that the stock market crash of 
October, 1929 sent hundreds of investors tumbling out of Wall 
Street skyscraper office windows? This deluge of plummeting 
businessmen is mythical. John Kenneth Galbraith, in his book The 
Crash, shows that newspapers and the public merely "seized on 
such suicides as occurred to show that people were reacting 
appropriately to their misfortune. "90 Curiously, few suicidal 
investors actually Jumped from tall buildings. 91 
No matter how few people actually did Jump out of windows, 
the press and the public seemed to feel a need for an expression 
of the horrible Jeopardy in which the depression placed the 
nation. Peter Temin, in his book Did Monetary Forces Cause the 
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Great Depression? attempted to date the exact point at which 
people began to lose their hopes for a quick recovery. He found, 
on economic evidence -- bond ratings, especially -- and on 
impressionistic evidence afforded by newspapers, that sometime in 
the fall of 1930 businessmen became convinced that prosperity was 
no longer Just around the corner. 92 At what point did people 
actually give up hope? If we allow the use of suicide rates as 
indicators of popular optimism, this question can, perhaps, be 
answered by examining the suicide rates for the period 1929-1940. 
Before examining the demographic trends during the 
depression, I'd like to point out what happened during that 
period. From 1900 to 192B, there were a few notable peaks and 
valleys in the graph of the suicide rate (see Graph 10). The 
rate rose steadily and peaked in 190B, the year of a smaller 
economic crisis, fell two points and remained steady until 1915, 
when it peaked again. From 1916 to 1920 it fell steeply, 
reaching its lowest point in 1920, but turned around and climbed 
slowly, until 1929. From that point until 1932, it rose at a 
very steep angle, peaking in 1932 at a slightly lower level than 
in 190B, then fell slowly to a temporary low in 1936, climbed 
again to a small peak in 193B. Before the depression, the rate, 
on average, was 13.97 suicides per 100,000 in the population. 
During the depression, it was 15.5 per 100,000 population, a 
difference of 1.1B. 
In an average year before 1929, 9345 people committed 
suicide 7175 men and 2170 women. In an average year during 
the depression, 20190 people committed suicide -- 15957 men and 
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The number of suicides did more than double after 1928, but in 
relation to the population, the rate only rose by 1.18 per 
100,000 people. 
With the overall pattern established, the subsidiary 
patterns can be examined. Were the demographics during this 
period any different from the preceding thirty years? Were they 
any different from those for the whole period (in other words, 
did the 1929-1940 suicides unduly influence the 1900-1940 data)? 
Who committed suicide during the depression? 
1. Gender 
The pattern with regard to sex that I found among suicides 
from 1900 to 1940 -- which shall be referred to as the 'normal' 
patterns -- was that men are more likely to commit suicide than 
are women, with a ratio of about one female to every 4 male 
suicides. Table 8 summarizes my findings on sex distribution 
from 1929 to 1940 and compares them to data for 1900-1929 and 
1900-1940. For 1900-1928 -- the pre-depression years -- 23.2 
percent of the suicides were female. From 1929 to 1940, women 
committed 20.9Y. of all suicides. In other words, for every 100 
suicides before 1929, 23 were female; for every 100 suicides 
during the years 1929-1940, 21 were female. Using only the raw 
statistics, one finds that the average number of female suicides 
per year before 1929 was 2169; during the depression it was 4232 
-- an increase of 2063 a year -- and almost twice the amount 
before 1929. More women than usual did commit suicide during the 
depression, but they were more than balanced out by men, whose 
suicides more than doubled per year during the depression. I 
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Table 8: Comparison of dlst. of suicide by sex and age, 1900-28 & 1929-40 
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noted above that the men outnumbered the women three to one on 
relief rolls. The imbalance between the sexes in suicide mirrors 
that of the sexes on the relief rolls. 
It is not clear why men should commit suicide more often 
than women, as noted above. However, one may speculate on the 
question of why mens' suicides doubled and womens' did not during 
the depression. Primarily, the working force was male. When a 
man lost his Job, he lost his role as a provider for the family. 
He felt useless. When a woman lost her Job, she still had that 
of nurturing her family, if she had one. Women were the beggars, 
reports Robert McElvaine, who collected letters to Franklin and 
Eleanor Roosevelt during the depression. 92 When a man had 
nothing left, he had nothing left. When a woman had nothing 
left, she still had hope in the charity of friends or strangers. 
It would be very interesting, but probably impossible without 
extensive newspaper research, to find out which women committed 
suicide -- the single woman, the mother, the wife. My guess is 
7 
that the suicide would be found primarily among the unmarried ~~:. 
women, childless, divorced, or widowed. 
2. Age 
In the normal patterns, people committed suicide most often 
between the ages 50 and 54 and, more broadly based, 43Y. of the 
suicides took place between the ages 40 and 59. Women committed 
suicide primarily between the ages 25 and 29, and 44Y. of female 
suicides took place between the ages 20 and 39. Men primarily 
committed suicide between 50 and 54, ~nd 45Y. of all male suicides 
took place between 40 and 59. 
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From 1900 to 1928, men committed suicide most often between 
ages 45 and 49 11Y. percent of all male suicides took place 
within that age range. Between the ages 35 and 54, 43Y. of all 
male suicides occurred. Women, in this same period, most often 
committed suicide between 20 and 24, with 47Y. of female suicides 
occurring between 20 and 39. 
During the depression, men usually committed suicide between 
the ages 50 and 54. (See Table 8) The dominant age for suicide 
for women occurred between the ages 20 and 39 before the 
depression. During the depression, the age group shifted to 30-
49. 
The numbers here are a little startling: nearly 19Y. of all 
the men who committed suicide during the depression were between 
the ages of 50 and 54, while beforehand a little less than 11Y. of 
male suicides occurred in this age group. The depression hit :;--I: 
this male age group hard. 49Y. of all male suicides during the 
depression occurred between the ages 40 and 59 -- the dominant 
suicide ages shifted from 35-54 before the depression to 40-59. 
The depression took as its toll older people than those who took « 
their lives before the crash. There was a sudden shift in 
suicide from 35 for men to 40, from 20 for women to 30. The 
depression fatally hurt not the relatively young as Lorena 
Hickok feared -- but the middle aged woman and the late middle 
aged man; these were the real victims of the depression. 
3. Race 
Unlike gender or age patterns, race demographics did not 
change during the depression. I found earlier that from 1923 to 
1940 non-caucasians primarily committed suicide between the ages 
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20 and 39, earlier in li£e than the group as a whole. The period 
£or which race was speci£ied in the Mortality Statistics began in 
1923. From 1923 to 1928, 13Y. o£ all non-white suicides occurred 
between the ages o£ 25 and 29, while 53Y. took place between the 
ages 20 and 39. From 1929 to 1940, non-white suicides were 
concentrated in the same age ranges. (See Tables 9 and 10) Male 
suicides be£ore the depression were concentrated in the 25 to 44 
age range, while £emale suicides were concentrated in the 20 to 
39 age range. Neither o£ these concentrations were disturbed by 
the depression. From 1900 to 1940, only 3.3 percent o£ all 
suicides were committed by non-whites and the percentage stayed 
the same both be£ore and during the depression. The only 
conclusion to be drawn £rom this evidence is that either the 
sample is not large enough to show the e££ects o£ the depression 
or there were no such e££ects on non-whites. 
Caucasian suicides did show these e££ects. From 1923 to 
1928, the dominant age range £or suicide was 35 to 54; £rom 1929 
to 1940, it was 40 to 59. For men, pre-depression times were 
associated primarily with suicides between the ages 45 and 49; 
during the depression, that concentration shi£ted quite markedly 
to the 50 to 54 age range, although the twenty year concentration 
period remained the same -- 40 to 59. For white women, 1923-1928 
meant suicides between the ages 30-34 speci£ically and 25 to 44 
generally. During the depression, the primary concentration £or 
£emales shi£ted to the 45-49 age range, and the twenty year 
period to 30-49. 
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Table 9: Comparison of dist. of white suicide by sex and age, 1923-28 & 1929-40 
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One may conclude, then, that the depression did not hurt 
older (over 40) non-whites as much as it did older whites. This 
is not to say that the non-whites were not affected by the 
depression -- non-white suicide on average increased by more than 
half during the depression. In proportion to the population, 
however, there was little detectable change. One may speculate 
that the non-whites were used to discrimination and hard luck 
based on discrimination due to skin color, so the depression was 
not a huge change for them. Further, the main c?nstituent of the 
non-whites were blacks, who had and have very large social 
support structures; they had more to fall back on than did the 
whites. 
4. Residence 
For the first four decades of this century, suicides were 
found more often in cities than in rural areas. This 
distribution was maintained throughout the depression period, 
although there were more rural suicides than previously. (see 
Table 11) From 1910 to 1928, 3.1 percent of all urban suicides 
were committed by non-whites, and 2.6 percent of all rural 
suicides were committed by non-whites. From 1929 to 1938, 3.7 
percent of all urban suicides were committed by non-whites and 
3.0 percent of the rural suicides were committed by non-whites. 
Non-caucasians, then, committed more suicides than usual in both 
rural and urban areas during the depression. However, the 
numbers are so small that the changes are almost imperceptible. 
The urban/rural difference does not change much during the 
depression, so I think the comments made earlier on possible 
reasons for the differences still hold. I will add, however, 
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Table 11~ Comparison of dist. of suicide by residence~ 1900-28 ~ 1929-1940 
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.J pf:~r·cent. (J·f total !3ui ci des al'· e ut''' jJ'!:ln 
3.1. percent of all urban s uicides are 
committed by non~whites 
2.6 percent of all rur a l suicides are 
committed by non-whi t es 
3 . 7 percent of all urban suicides are 
committed by non-whites 
3 ,,0 percent of all .rural suicides are 
committed by non-whites 
that in this period, 1900-1940, a greater number of blacks -- as 
the dominant race among the non-whites -- lived in rural areas 
than in urban areas, which is all the more reason for low rates 
for both rural areas and non-whites. 
5. Timing 
I noted above that one of the more fascinating aspects of 
suicide is its seasonality. The overall pattern was spring first 
in numbers of suicides, summer-fall next, and winter last. Did 
this pattern change during the depression, perhaps to coordinate 
with times of inadequate relief? I found, on the whole, that it 
did not. Table 13 below summarizes the patterns for the whole 
period, for the pre-depression years, and for the depression. 
Table 13: Suicides by month 
1900-1940 1900-1928 1929-1940 
May May May 
April April April 
June June June 
March July March 
July March July 
August August August 
October October October 
September September September 
December November December 
November January January 
January December November 
February February February 
There is a slight rearranging of July and March, and of December, 
January, and November. The seasons stay in their place from one 
period to the next. The depression didn't change reactions to 
seasons of the year or events associated with them that may have 
been triggers for committing suicide. Nor did seasons when 
inadequate relief would be hardest to bear -- fall and winter 
show more suicide than usual during the depression. 
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Table 12: Suicides by month - comparison 
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Graph 11 compares suicide rates to death rates during the 
period 1900-1940. The suicides are measured in terms of suicides 
per every 100,000 people, the death rates in terms of deaths per 
every 1,000 people. With the discrepancy in scale, one can 
compare the two indicators on the same graph. Death rates 
decline pretty steadily during the depression years, while 
suicide rates fluctuate quite a bit. If one were to use the 
suicide rates as the only indicators of society's well being 
during that period, one would be forced to say that 1932 marked 
the hardest year of the depression, followed by 1938. 
Graph 12 shows both the suicide rates and the percentage 
unemployed measured to the same scale. Suicide hits its all-time 
high in 1932, but unemployment peaks in 1933. Except for that 
difference, most peaks and valleys, even before 1929, coincide. 
The reason why the statistic that measures the relatedness of 
unemployment rates and suicide rates is so high is that the two 
variables coincide in direction: when one rises, the other rises, 
and vice versa. 
In this chapter I have argued that one can use suicide rates 
as societal indicators, examined Emile Durkheim's tenets and 
others' reactions to them, questioned whether the unemployed 
committed suicide or not, and discussed differences between pre-
depression and depression patterns. The most startling thing I 
found was that the depression really did influence one aspect of oC 
suicide: age. The constituency of the group of suicides changed 
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and was primarily composed of people older than those who 
committed suicide before 1928. 
I have discussed my reluctance to commit myself to the 
statement that those who found life hardest to bear were the 
unemployed. On the cautionary side, there were three main 
arguments: first, that merely because unemployment and suicide 
vary together does not necessarily mean that one causes the 
other; second, that the unemployed were a constantly changing 
group of people; third, that only the fact of Joblessness 
separates the employed from the unemployed the two groups 
experienced the depression in much the same way. On the other 
side are the arguments that a) other historians would probably 
not be deterred by these arguments and claim that the unemployed 
committed suicide; b) there is a statistically proven link 
between the two; and c) it could be argued that the fact of 
unemployment is the difference that influences suicide. I prefer 
to leave the final Judgment of this question up to the reader. 
Suicide rates and the examination thereof are investigations 
into people's breaking points. Another indicator of the state of 
society is the homicide rates. Were homicide victims akin to 
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HOMICIDE AND THE DEPRESSION 
Last Friday Frank Sterling, 50, who had been living 
apart from his wife, a resident of Spencer, went to the 
wife's home in a hired taxi, shot at her three times in 
an attempt to kill her and then attempted to take his 
own life. Both will recover. 
Oberlin News, June 7, 1922 
Somewhere in Dostoyevsky's The Brothers Karamozov, Ivan 
Karamozov says that there is no crime that he could not imagine 
committing. As I've worked on this proJect for quite some time 
now, I begin to understand what he means. However, I tend to 
believe that I would kill myself before I would turn my hand 
against another in violence. Apparently, most Americans between 
the years 1900 and 1940 felt the same way, as the suicide rate is 
always higher than the homicide rate. The question of how much 
misery and hardship one can endure before taking drastic steps 
still remains. As the focus of the last section was one 
indicator of breaking points suicide -- this chapter's focus 
is homicide, its normal and Great Depression patterns, and the 
differences and similarities between those patterns and those of 
suicide. 
In the last chapter, I stated that, as a result of 
statistical analysis, one could be fairly confident that the 
state of the economy, as reflected in unemployment rates, plays a 
large role in determining the incidence of suicide. (Please see 
the Appendix for a fuller explanation) Unfortunately, those same 
tests did not produce anything quite as clear for homicide. The 
best equation that includes economic factors does not explain 
more than a third of the changes in the national homicide rate. 




from one year to the next and the change in wages that occurred 
the year before. The fact that this equation cannot explain even 
half the variation in homicide rates means that either the state 
of the economy does not have a great effect on the homicide rate, 
or that it does but that I have missed the economic variables 
that would prove it. I doubt the second case. 
An article on crime and employment by Daniel Glaser and Kent 
Rice states that a review of past research "makes it clear that 
no marked and consistent relationships have been established 
between overall or specific crime rates and economic 
conditions."! Again, in a more sophisticated study, M. Harvey 
Brenner also found inconclusive evidence concerning the economy 
and homicide rates. He found that unemployment and inflation 
were linked to modern homicide rates, so that more of one leads 
to more of the other, but also found that as per capita income 
increased, so did the homicide rate. 2 His findings are quite as 
equivocal as mine. 
If the economy and homicide are not linked conclusively, why 
study homicide for the depression period? First, it is possible 
that I'm wrong, and they are more closely connected. Second, it 
is instructive to examine the differences that appear between 
depression and pre-depression times. Third, some authors contend ~ 
that suicide and homicide have fundamentally the same cause, so 
if suicide patterns show who was affected by the depression, the 
homicide patterns should do the same. Fourth, this is a 
counterpart to the analysis of suicide, and it clarifies the 
differences between suicide and homicide patterns. 
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There will be much less discussion o£ the points o£ view o£ 
di££erent scholars in this chapter, mainly as a result o£ the 
amazing number o£ opinions held by the large number o£ scholars 
o£ this topic. Additionally, there is no single recognized 
leading authority on homicide, as Durkheim is £or suicide. A£ter 
a brie£ discussion o£ homicide rates and their changes over time, 
I will proceed with an analysis along much the same lines as in 
the last chapter, discussing gender, age groups, race, residence, 
and timing. A concluding section will discuss the similarities 
and di££erences o£ suicide and homicide patterns. 
HOMICIDE 
A. HOMICIDE OVER TIME 
First, a de£inition. Legally, homicide is a non-accidental 
death caused by someone other than the deceased. 3 No distinction 
will be made here between the di££erent degrees o£ murder. The 
homicide rate is thus an expression o£ how many people were 
killed by others, not how many killed, were arrested, indicted, 
or punished. This distinction is necessary, because one person 
can cause more than one death. 
not the single killer. 
Each o£ the victims is counted, 
As you will see £rom glancing at Graph 13, the homicide rate 
is not nearly as smooth as the suicide rate. Minor peaks occur 
every £ew years. It started out low in 1900, gradually rose to a 
peak in 1908, bumped along, rising slowly, to reach a small 
trough in 1920, £ollowed by a peak in 1921. It rose slowly to a 
peak in 1932, £ollowed by a deep depression in 1935, and another 
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Roger Lane, an authority on violence in the nineteenth 
century and author of Violent Death in the City, points out that 
in doing historical work of this kind, one should keep in mind 
that many who died in former times might not have if appropriate 
medical care had been available. In fact the rising homicide 
rate, combined with increasingly better and quicker medical care, 
means that unsuccessful murderous attempts were probably more 
numerous over time. 4 Lane also points out that homicide rates 
might have been higher, had lethal firearms been more readily 
available -- it is harder to beat or choke someone to death than 
it is to shoot them. 5 I'm unsure whether firearms were easily 
accessible from 1900 to 1940, but I think one can assume that 
they became more plentiful over time and that probably accounts 
for some of the rise in the homicide rate. Above and beyond the 
rates, what are the demographic patterns? Who are the victims of 
homicide? 
1. Gender 
Overall (1900-i940), 19.934 percent of all victims of 
homicide were female. Before the depression, 19.958 percent were 
female and during the depression, 19.907 percent were female. In 
other words, a very few more women were victims before the 
depression than during. There was, however, no really 
discernible change due to the economic crisis. (See Table 14) 
Just as with suicide, the average number of homicide victims 
per year increased during the depression. For both sexes, the 
average number per year more than doubled (ratio = 2.15). Again, 
caution: these are the raw data, not the population adJusted 
rates. One thing that clinches the conclusion that the 
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Tabl e 14: Dist. of h om. victims by sex - comparison 1900-28 , 1929-40, & total 
1900-1928~ 1 9. 95779 percent of al I homi ci de vi ct i ms are femal e 
80. 04221 percent of al 1 homi ci de vi cti ms are mal e 
L929-1940: 19. 90747 percent of al I homi ci de vi c ti ms are femal e 
80. 09253 percent o f al 1 homi ci de vi cti ms are mal e 
I 900-1940: 1 9 . 93405 percent of al 1 homi c i de vi ct i ms are femal e 
80 . 06595 percent of al 1 homi c i de vi ct i ms are mal e 
depression had no e££ect on what sex the victims were is the £act 
that the percentage increase during the depression is the same 
£or members o£ both sexes; the depression did not change who got 
murdered. 
Most o£ the studies encountered while doing this research 
have con£irmed the £inding that men are more likely than women to ~ 
be the victims o£ homicide. 6 Some say that men are engaged in 
competitive and at times highly unreciprocating -- to use Stuart 
Palmer's term -- interaction to a greater extent than are 
£emales. 7 Others say that altercations over money, which usually 
concern men, are at the root o£ most homicides. 8 When women 
kill, the consensus seems to be that they kill husbands, 
children, or lovers. 9 Marvin E. Wol£gang's 1954 study, Patterns 
in Criminal Homicide. shows that when a man is killed by a woman, 
the woman is most likely to be his wi£e and that when a woman 
kills she is most likely to kill her spouse. 10 The reasons women 
kill those closest to them are £irst, that women have a more 
restricted sphere than men -- most o£ their interaction is within 
the £amilyll -- and second, that while men are o£ten rewarded £or 
aggressive behavior women are socialized to con£orm and to be 
less aggressive. 12 One exception to this pattern is noted by 
Andrew Henry and James Short in Suicide and Homicide: women are 
nearly always killers o£ children less than one year o£ age. 13 
2. Age 
Overall, the patterns £or age distribution did not change. 
Be£ore and during the depression, both men and women were most 
o£ten killed between the ages 20 and 39. (See Graphs 14, 15, 16, 
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Table 15: Dist. of hom. victims by sex and age - comparison 1900-28, 
1929-40, & total 
Ages: 0-- 4 5,-9 
.1 crOO-" 1928 "'1 sum 2if·:~:;9 647 
t'1 ·ItI.. ~, .t: ... ~;~5 · 60 
F sum 21::54 ~5:,;~ 1 
F' -Ii. I. 7. 96 1 · 93 
~:;UITl 4!:jcjl~~; 1 168 
sum -l(.% "!" ,_"1. ::~;9 · f36 
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17 and Table 15) The only change that did occur in this respect 
is that the percentage of victims encompassed in this age group 
grew higher during the depression. Beyond that, however, nothing 
changed and the depression seems to have had no effect on the 
gender patterns of the victims or at what age they were killed. 
One thing I found very interesting was to compare the sexes 
on early fatalities. Overall, six percent of all female victims 
of homicide were between the ages of 0 and 4. Before the 
depression, this percentage was closer to eight percent, and 
during the depression, it was around four percent. Of all male 
victims of homicide, a much smaller percentage were younger than 
5. Why should there be more likelihood of being killed before 
the age of five if one is female? Is it possible that female 
infanticide is a force to reckon with? Or are female toddlers 
very irritating? (See Graph 17) The percentages of young victims 
dropped very noticeably during the depression, but if this does 
reflect infanticide, one would hope that the drop represents a 
long term trend rather than a change due to the depression. By 
rights, children should have had less of a chance during the 
depression -- one more mouth to feed is never welcome when adults 
don't know where their next meal is coming from, let alone the 
childrens'. 
Once again, the studies encountered bear out my discoveries 
with regard to age -- homicide victims are found most often in 
the age group between 20 and 39. 14 Stuart Palmer hypothesized 
that in early adulthood individuals are most likely to come up 
against "insurmountable social blockages to their aspirations for 
the successful playing out of their roles. "15 His implication is 
89 
that such blockages are £actors in causing homicide. Not having 
read any studies on in£anticide, I cannot comment on whether it 
is a trend that decreases over time or whether the depression 
actually had a prohibitive e££ect on it. 
3. Race 
Whites comprised a little more than hal£ o£ all victims o£ 
homicide throughout the period. During the depression, non-
whites comprised a slightly larger proportion o£ the whole than 
be£ore. 
The dominant age group £or white and non-white men was 20 to 
39 be£ore and during the depression. The dominant age group £or 
white and non-white women be£ore the depression was 15 to 34. 
During the depression, white women moved up to 20 to 39 while 
non-white women were still mainly killed when they were between 
the ages 15 to 34. 
Although the non-white age groups were always more 
concentrated than the whites', a trend that occurred during the 
depression £or both groups was that there was generally less 
killing o£ those under 15 and more o£ those in the older ranges -
- 40 to 79 or so. (See Table 16) 
Except £or cases o£ race con£lict -- riots, lynchings, etc. 
most homicide is intraracial. According to Wol£gang, blacks 
kill blacks and whites kill whites. 16 In his study, Wol£gang 
classi£ies who kills whom and how. Whites, he says, are most 
likely to be killed by relatives, while blacks are more likely to 
be slain by a close £riend. 17 Whites were more likely to beat, 
90 
Table 16: Comparison of dist. of homicide victims by race, 1900-28, 1929-40 l 
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shoot, or stab each other, while blacks were more likely to stab, 
shoot, or beat each other, in that order o£ pre£erence. 18 
4. Residence 
There were more urban homicide victims than rural all but 
once (1938) £rom 1900 to 1940. From 1900 to 1928, S8~ o£ all 
homicide victims were urban; during the depression, only SS~ 
were. There must have been more rural homicides than usual 
during the depression. 
From 1921 to 1928 (the Census Bureau started tallying race 
in 1921 £or residence), 42~ o£ all rural victims were non-white, 
while in urban areas the percentage was very slightly lower --
41.73~. From 1929 to 1938, 44~ o£ all rural victims were non-
white, while in urban areas the percentage was 51. It is hard to 
determine i£ this dramatic increase in the number o£ non-white 
urban victims is due to the events o£ the depression or whether 
it is part o£ a long term trend. (See Graph 18) 
None o£ the studies I've read have dealt with residence. 
5. Timing 
The Census Bureau only began to keep track o£ the months in 
which homicide occurred in 1937. Consequently, I have only £our 
years worth o£ data on which to base the seasonal ratings. For 
those £our years, the months are ranked with July having the most 
deaths by homicide and February the least. 
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The seasons would thus be ranked late summer-£all, spring, 
and then winter. December presents an anomaly, however it is 
mixed in with the summer-£all group, being ranked £ourth. 
December brings to my mind holidays and merry-making. Such 
events may well be conducive to homicide, as Durkheim holds that 
£amily li£e stimulates murder. 19 
Since I do not have the requisite data, I cannot trace 
changes £rom pre-depression to depression years to see i£ the 
economic situation had any e££ect on the yearly patterns o£ 
homicide. 
Although Wol£gang reJects any causal relationship between 
months or seasons and the incidence o£ homicide, he £ound, as I 
did, that most killing occurred in the summer, £ollowed by spring 
and £all, and then winter. 20 Palmer and Wol£gang agree that 
homicide is most prevalent on the weekends, when both alcohol 
,. 
consumption and social interaction levels are high. 21 
B. SOME THEORIES OF HOMICIDE 
Andrew Henry and James Short work out a nicely constructed 
hypothesis in their book Suicide and Homicide. I have already 
discussed this in the last chapter, but here its main points are 
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Table 17: Homicides by month 
,:J.,,\n 
t. ot <,,\:1. :? lj ~.::-; c; :?5r:;~:5 







D f:~ c:: (.,! rn b E~ ,~ 







F: (.:.~ b Jr· U ,,:j J'- '/ 
...... LI ' ::. . ,:::' I ~,.J. ,,,! 
i'"l i':1 I'" JI . .J.1,/ 
~:?CtO :I. ~;::: '7 "7~? ::? '::;:1 ~2 Ci ~?96 :1. :~:;::;'~f.:) 7' 
'1 ~?~:.::i . ~.2 ~5 69 :::- ... " "',':.'\ / •• ~I .':~ " :2~:) 740 . ::?!5 B :1. /::) " "'Y J::'M I,,,! 
Uet. I\IDv Dec: 
-------------------------------------------
:::;1 19 :26'7() :::; 1,0:';:: 
BU() :::!: 
- erz.a. -
brie£ly recounted. First, they assume that £rustration produces 
aggression, and £rustrations are generated by inter£erence with a 
person's goals. Since their book links economic £actors to 
suicide and homicide, they designate people's goals as being 
maintaining or achieving a better social position. 22 Henry and 
Short then discuss the assumption that the basic and primary 
target o£ aggression is another person rather than the sel£. 
When aggression is seen by the aggressor as lacking legitimacy it 
is directed towards the sel£ (hence suicide>. When it is de£ined 
as legitimate by the aggressor, it becomes other-oriented (hence 
homicide>. 23 
Moving to the speci£ics o£ homicide, Henry and Short 
hypothesize that there is a negative relation between social 
status and homicide (upper class people show lower incidence o£ 
homicide than do lower class denizens>. They test this 
hypothesis in various ways, 25 but do not come up with conclusive 
evidence that they are correct or incorrect, which does not deter 
them £rom claiming this hypothesis as truth. A second 
hypothesis, which they were unable to test, is that there is a 
positive relationship between homicide and the degree o£ 
involvement in social relationships. In other words, the more 
one has to do with other people, the more likely it is that the 
individual will commit homicide. 25 
The conclusions they draw £rom these hypotheses and tests 
are, £irst, that homicide is directly dependent on the amount o£ 
'vertical' external restraint. That is, the lower the class, the 
more external restraints and rules to £ollow, and the more likely 
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one is to commit homicide. Second, homicide is directly 
dependent on the strength of the 'horizontal' external restraints 
-- the more caught up one is in friends, family, and others, the 
more likely one will commit homicide. 26 
Stuart Palmer, in The Violent Society. uses a different, but 
related, theoretical construct in his discussion of homicide. 
His key concept is 'reciprocity,' which means Just that -- having 
one's actions appropriately recompensed. He says that one sided 
restraints -- like those of whites on blacks, at least before the 
Civil Rights movement, engenders what Durkheim would call a low 
level of integration and, in his own terms, high unreciprocity. 
High unreciprocity is linked to high violence rates. This is 
really not all that different from Henry and Short. They suggest 
that frustrating conditions breed homicidal offenders. Palmer 
suggests that having one's actions un- or undercompensated can 
lead to frustration, which can cause aggression. 27 
C. WHO KILLS? 
Above and beyond patterns in sex, race, age, and residence, 
who are the victims of homicide? Suicide is unique, because it 
is the only crime in which the victim and the offender are one 
and the same. Not so homicide. Examining the demographics of 
the victims of homicide would seem, at first glance, not to give 
any clue whatsoever to who commits the crime and what is the 
nature of the relationship between the victim and the offender. 
Above, I noted the general belief that homicide is 
intraracial -- whites kill whites, blacks kill blacks28 and also 
that the same cannot be said of men and women. Men kill both men 
and women, and women kill men, most often, but they occasionally 
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kill other women. Emile Durkheim discussed homicide to a certain 
extent in his book Suicide. It is his contention, which Short 
and Henry echo in more sophisticated £orm, that £amily li£e 
stimulates murder. 29 Marvin E. Wol£gang, author o£ Patterns in 
Criminal Homicide, 62 years later, modi£ies this sentiment to 
include people outside the £amily. He says that a high 
proportion (65~) o£ all homicides occur between 'primary group' 
contacts, the primary group being close £riends and relatives. 3D 
He does di££erentiate, though, between races: whites are most 
likely to be slain by a relative, while blacks are most likely to 
be killed by a close £riend. ("With £riends like these ••• ")31 
Finally, he points out a trend he has noticed but is nowhere else 
veri£ied: the closer the relationship between victim and 
o££ender, the greater the violence o£ the killing. 32 
Alan Blun and Gary Fisher, psychologists and authors o£ the 
article "Women who Kill" generali2e about £emale murderers. 
say that usually women murder husbands, children, or lovers, 
while the trend is much less marked £or men. This is due, in 
They 
part, to the £act that women are less likely to £ind themselves 
in violence-inducing situations outside the home: they do not 
take part in barroom brawls. Additionally, women are less likely 
to have an economic motivation £or their actions. 33 These 
generali2ations cannot be tested with my data, since they tally 
victims and not o££enders. 
Women are not victims o£ homicide as o£ten as men are; 
neither are they o££enders as o£ten. Blun and Fisher arrive at 
conclusions as to why this too is true. Basically, women are 
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socialized to be less aggressive, are more closely supervised, 
and are taught to conform. Males are rewarded for aggressive 
behavior. Women also have a more restricted sphere of 
activities: they are principally in the home, so when they do 
kill, they kill those around them. 24 
To summarize: whites generally kill whites and blacks kill 
blacks. People generally kill those close to them -- friends and 
relatives. Women usually kill those in the family. The 
dominance of males among offenders is probably due to cultural 
mores that tend to sanction violence among men. Short and Henry 
say that frustration leads to aggression. Stuart Palmer holds 
that unreciprocity causes violent aggression. The two theories 
are merely modifications of the same theme. 
Short and Henry's theories are a good starting place for the 
next discussion: the relationship between suicide and homicide. 
I've already pointed out that homicide is not as well linked to 
fluctuations in the economy as suicide. 
the two destructive actions be linked? 
SUICIDE AND HOMICIDE 
A. IS THERE A RELATIONSHIP? 
In what other ways can 
On this question, theoreticians range allover the map of 
possible answers. In their most basic form, suicide and homicide 
are linked if only because each involves killing. They are two 
end results of aggression. Beyond this point, there is little 
unanimity. 
Durkheim classifies suicides into three groups and says that ? 
some sorts are more compatible than others with suicide. 35 The 
most prevalent sort of suicide -- anomic -- which is produced by 
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£eelings o£ anomie, is very compatible with homicide. 36 Anomie 
also produces homicides. 37 Durkheim holds that anomic suicides 
and homicides are two mani£estations o£ the same impulse and that 
they are complementary -- where there are many homicides there 
will be £ew suicides, and vice versa. 38 
Short and Henry modi£y Durkheim's theory about the 
compatibility o£ suicide and homicide by turning to their trusty 
theory o£ £rustration. They say that £rustration is due to the 
loss o£ status relative to others in the same 'status re£erence 
system' (one's peers). They suggest £urther that high status 
category members "lose position relative to low status categories 
during business contractions while low status categories lose 
status position relative to high status categories during 
business expansion. ft39 Since they associate high status members 
with suicide and low status with homicide, 40 and £rustration with 
aggression, 41 this statement means, in e££ect, that depressions 
engender suicides and business expansion engenders homicide. 
Like Durkheim, Short and Henry see suicide as closely linked and 
sharing the same source -- anomie or £rustration. 42 One query 
calls the assumption o£ identical source into question: i£ they 
are linked in this way, why doesn't the economy playas great a 
role in homicide as it does in suicide? 
A £inal and much more con£using theory o£ the link between 
suicide and homicide is Palmer's. He reviews the leading 
theories o£ suicide and homicide and decides that they are all 
inconsistent and comes up with his own theory instead. Like his 
theory £or homicide -- that it is due to high unreciprocity --
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the theory ox suicide hinges on reciprocity. Suicide is due to 
one ox two things, he says: either sustained low tension (high 
reciprocity) or large scale drops in tension (increase in 
reciprocity).43 This is where things get slightly bewildering, 
because he says that low tension -- high reciprocity -- is not as 
wonderxul as it would seem. It creates xrustration and 
aggression. 44 Why, Palmer never says. 
Homicide and suicide are, ox course, linked in a non-
theoretical xashion: sometimes a person kills someone else and 
then himsel£. Short and Henry say that mostly the scenario works 
this way: the aggressor perceives another as the source ox 
£rustration, kills that person and is le£t with a sense o£ 
£rustration i£ he has destroyed a source ox nurturance <parent, 
spouse). This xrustration can now not be blamed on another, and 
the person takes his own li£e. 45 Marvin E. Wol£gang says that 
usually the homicide victim in homicide-suicide cases is a 
relative or paramour, which zits in well with Short and Henry's 
theory. 46 
Having covered the theoretical ground, I will investigate 
how suicide and homicide are linked in my data. A comparison ox 
rates, timing, and demographics should wrap up the statistical 
part o£ this paper and make it possible to come to some 
conclusions about the e£xect o£ the depression on the citizens o£ 
the United States. 
B. COMPARISON OF SUICIDE AND HOMICIDE STATISTICS 
1. Correlations 
This is the last £oray into statistics, so hold your breath 
and plunge right in. I've spent two chapters discussing suicide 
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and homicide statistics. Some hold that suicide and homicide are 
theoretically linked -- they rise and fall together or one rises 
as the other falls. There is disagreement, so I decided to 
compute the correlation coefficient of both the suicide and 
homicide rates and the correlation coefficient of the changes in 
the suicide and homicide rates. Statisticians say that the 
correlation coefficient explains how much of the change in one 
variable can be explained by another. If the two have a direct 
positive relationship -- they vary together all of the time 
the correlation coefficient will be 1. If the relationship is 
the opposite -- one variable increases while the other decreases 
by the same proportion, the correlation coefficient will be -1. 
Any value in between -1 and 1 is an indication of how well the 
two variables are related. If they are not at all related, the 
correlation coefficient will be O. 
Computing the correlation coefficient for my data, I found 
that the national suicide rate was closely linked to the national d 
homicide rate. The correlation coefficient was .8183. It is 
positive, which means that the suicide rate goes up goes up most 
of the time that the homicide rate does. This correlation 
coefficient gives a significance of .001, which means that we can 
say the two variables are connected with .999 percent certainty. 
[When doing a test for significance, one is testing what is 
called the null hypothesis -- that the variables are completely 
unrelated. If the correlation coefficient is high enough, we can 
reJect the null hypothesis with varying degrees of certainty. 
The lower the significance level, the better, but anything below 
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0.05 is very good, because we can be at least 95 percent certain 
that the variables are linked.] 
Not only are the plain rates connected, the changes from one 
year to the next are conclusively linked. I wanted to find out 
if the changes in each of the rates were connected and arr~ved at 
a correlation coefficient of .7261, not as high as .8183 for the 
rates themselves. However, this coefficient proved that the two 
variables are also linked to a .999 certainty level. 
There are two things to point out here. First, both 
correlation coefficients are positive. This means that when one 
variable increases, the other acts in the same way. This 
discovery is directly counter to Palmer's assertion that in 
literate societies there is an inverse relation between suicide 
and homicide. 47 For that to be true, the correlation coefficient 
would have to be negative. This means that whatever it is that 
~ 
generates suicide is e~ther the same as or closely linked to that 
which generates homicide. I am too cautious to claim that the 
causes are the same because I did not find that economic factors 
played the same sort of role for both variables. Obviously, both 
are culminations of many things, but suicide is more directly 
dependent on the economy than is homicide. 
2. Demographics 
Beyond their basic correlation, what are the similarities 
and differences between homicide and suicide? This brief recap 
of the demographics of suicide and homicide will, I hope, also be 
a convenient way to summarize this part of the paper and to bring 
the two topics together. 
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a. Gender 
Men are both more likely to commit suicide and to be the 
victims o£ homicide than are women, throughout the 1900-1940 
period. For suicide, the percentage o£ £emale victims decreased 
by two percentage points during the depression -- £rom 23.2 to 
20.9%. However, £or £emale homicide victims the percentage 
changed only by £ive hundredths o£ a percent £rom pre-depression 
to depression times (19.96 to 19.91%). There are thus also 
slightly £ewer £emale homicide victims than suicides. The 
depression did not have much e££ect on the gender distribution o£ 
either way o£ dying. 
b. Age 
The largest group o£ victims o£ homicide, £or both men and 
women, was between the ages 20 and 39. This pattern did not 
change during the depression, but the groups were more 
concentrated -- more people £ell into that age range during the 
depression. Suicide patterns, on the other hand, did change 
during the depression. Be£ore the depression, men were grouped 
mainly in the 35-54 age range, while during the depressiori they 
were principally between 40 and 59. Women's ages shi£ted ten 
years -- £rom 20-39 (pre-depression) to 30-49 (depression). The 
most important change that took place was the amazingly heavy 
concentration in the male 50-54 group during the depression. All 
in all, the patterns did not change £or homicide; they did £or 
suicide. Primarily older people, as a whole, were suicides, 
while homicide victims had not even reached middle age. 
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e. Timing 
Since there was only £our years' worth o£ data £or 
homicides, the homicide stats may be slightly o££. Probably the 
best way to show the seasonal and monthly di££erences between 
suicide and homicide is to examine the chart below, which ranks 
the months £rom most to least victims: 




































It is notable that winter is the time £or least killings --
apparently physical hardships are not conducive to killing. 
CONCLUSION 
In these last two sections I've investigated theoretical 
models that discuss victims o£ homicide and suicide, discussed 
the normal and depression patterns o£ suicide and homicide, and 
investigated the similarities and di££erences between the two. I 
£ound that suicide were more a££ected by the depression than were ~ 
the homicides. This di££erence o£ a££ect can convincingly be 
traced to the £act that the economy did not play a large role in 
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c. Race 
Before and during the depression, non-whites committed about 
3~ of all suicide; the pattern did not change. Before the 
depression, non-whites numbered about 43~ of all victims of 
homicide, while during the depression that proportion rose to 
48~. The change is quite noticeable. Non-whites were at all 
times more likely to be killed than to kill themselves, and this 
became even more pronounced during the the depression. 
The age ranges for non-white suicides did not change men: 
25-44, women: 20-39 nor did the age ranges for homicide 
victims -- men: 20-39, women: 15-34. Suicides were, on the 
whole, slightly older than were homicide victims. 
d. Residence 
Throughout the 1900-1940 period, there was always slightly 
more urban than rural violent death. During the depression, 
there was about three percent more than previously in rural 
areas, but urban areas still claimed over half of the suicides 
and homicide victims. 
For suicides, there was more non-white urban suicide during 
the depression than previously. There was no monumental change 
with homicide. On average, before the depression, non-whites 
were the victims of about 42~ of all homicide, urban and rural. 
During the depression, both increase -- rural from 42 to 44 
percent; urban from 42 to 51 percent. Urban non-white homicide 
victims were more numerous during the depression than before. 
For both suicide and homicide, there are a few more non-white 
urban victims than before. 
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homicide, as it did in suicide. Although the two are closely 
correlated, they do not vary together with economic £actors. 
Graph 19 shows the suicide rate, homicide rate, and unemployment 
rate measured on one set o£ axes. Generally, suicide rates rise 
and £all at the same times that unemployment rates do. Homicide 
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CONCLUSION 
Much o£ what precedes concerns death, but the real topic is 
li£e; li£e and the stresses and strains it presents. The 
depression a££ected the individual and collective conscience. On 
the individual level are the suicide and homicide statistics that 
show how individuals reacted to hard times: in many cases, they 
took their own lives. The collective consciousness o£ 
deprivation, poverty, and want was expressed in £actional 
movements, in movies, and in the literature o£ the era. 
Violence, anger, and despair were the daily £are o£ millions. 
It is the collective consciousness o£ the depression that is 
most o£ten encountered today in various £orms. Historians 
research the movements like EPIC and delve into the psyches o£ 
people like Father Coughlin. Others ask survivors £or their 
memories and impressions o£ hard times. All o£ these methods o£ 
inquiry into the depression experience become clouded by the 
element o£ time. Survivors tend to remember events and emotions 
selectively. Modern researchers talk about movements in terms o£ 
sociological theory. Modern playwrights and writers, who were 
children during depression years, in£use an o£ten wretched past 
with songs o£ hope. Somewhere in between the actual depression 
gets lost. 
I think that this study, cursory as it is, tries to delve a 
little deeper into li£e during the depression. The newspaper 
reports are dreary, yes, but the bank ads represent an attempt to 
turn the newspaper readers' eyes £rom the bleak present to 
possibilities £or survival. The literature and economics o£ the 
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depression show the depths to which the country sank and also how 
charity and camaraderie could rise £rom the ashes o£ ruined 
lives. 
It is the investigation o£ suicide and homicide that touches 
a hereto£ore unexamined realm o£ individual reactions to the 
depression. Suicide patterns changed so radically during the 
depression that one can pinpoint characteristics o£ the true 
victims o£ the depression. Generally, they were white, middle-
aged residents o£ urban areas. More than hal£ were male. A 
surprising proportion or those men were between the ages 50 and 
54. Homicide patterns did not really change noticeably during 
the depression, which lends support to the claim that economic 
£actors do not play a large role in the determination o£ the 
victims o£ homicide. 
The depression, then, was destructive enough that some 
groups o£ people £ound it easier to die than to £ight. The 
depression engendered violence in literature and in actuality. 
Both o£ these £acts are tempered by the consideration that the 
depression did not, it seems, inspire some to kill others, nor 
did hope die a tragic death. Both o£ these viewpoints are 
re£lected in current views o£ li£e in the Great Depression. 
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APPENDIX 
This is a moderately technical discussion of the 
relationship between suicide, homicide, and economic variables 
that I chose. I chose three variables as economic indicators 
unemployment, wages, and bond ratings. Other historians and 
economists have used these and recognize their validity. The 
list of variables gives first, the name I used for it, and 
briefly, what it means or represents and where I found it: 
VARIABLES: 
NDR - National Death Rate - national death rate per 1,000 
population. From the Mortality Statistics (all death 
variables are). 
ODR - Ohio Death Rate - Ohio death rate per 1,000 pop. 
NSR - National Suicide Rate - national suicide rate per 
100,000 population. 
OSR - Ohio Suicide Rate - Ohio suicide rate per 100,000 pop. 
NHR - National Homicide Rate - national homicide rate 
(deaths by homicide) per 100,000 pop. 
OHR - Ohio Homicide rate - Ohio homicide rate per 100,000 
pop. 
UNEM - National Unemployment Rate - as percentage of the 
civilian labor force. From Historical Statistics of 
the U. S .• 
WAGES - The per capita income. From Hist. Stats. 
TNDR through TWAGES - the yearly change in the statistic 
CHNDR through CHWAGES - the lagged change in the statistic 
T before a variable name means that it is a measure of how much 
that statistic changed from one year to the next. That is, if 
unemployment (UNEM) is measured as 3.2 percent of the Civilian 
Labor Force this year and as 4.0 percent next year, TUNEM is 
+0.8. 
CH before a variable name means exactly the same thing as T, but 
lagged one year. Where TUNEM means the change from one year to 
the next, CHUNEM indicates this same value pushed back a year so 
that one is using the change in the unemployment rate from the 
year before. This device is used to test the hypothesis that 
deaths are due not to current economic factors but to those of 
the year before. In other words, are vital consequences of 
economics immediate or delayed? 
HYPOTHESIS: The change in the death data is in some measure 
attributable to the economic data for that year or for the year 
previously. 
DISCUSSION of results: Ideally, one would like to find a one-to-
one relationship between the variables: if the unemployment rate 
goes up by a notch, then so should the suicide or homicide rate. 
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I chose the economic measures listed above to £ind out which, i£ 
any, played the greatest role in violent deaths £rom 1900 to 
1940. The'r square' term measures how much explanation the 
variables give each other -- how much the variation o£ one is 
paralleled or explained by the other. Here I use it to measure 
what role the di££erent economic variables have in determining 
the death variables. 
I will attach the computer generated SPSS multiple 
regression results at the end o£ this appendix, but will brie£ly 
summarize them here. What I was looking £or was the best 
explanation, using economic variables, o£ changes (TNOR, TNSR, 
etc.) in the death variables. For both the national and the Ohio 
death rates, the best equation used TUNEM and CHWAGE. In other 
words, death rates can be partially explained by a combination o£ 
the change in the unemployment rate £rom one year to the next and 
the change in income that occurred £rom a year previously to the 
present. The r square statistic £or NOR is .20, which means that 
20Y. o£ the change in national death can be attributed to the 
economic variables mentioned, while £or OOR, it is .28, which 
means that 28Y. o£ the change in Ohio death can be attributed to 
these variables. In both cases, the wage statistic is more 
important (more heavily weighted) than unemployment. 
For both Ohio and national suicide rates, the best 
explanation is a££orded by TUNEM and TWAGE. With hopes that I 
won't scare readers away, here are their equations: 
TNSR = -.335 + .384TWAGE + .760TUNEM 
TOSR = .132 - .315TWAGE + .191TUNEM 
The r square value £or TNSR is important: the equation given 
explains nearly hal£ o£ the change in the suicide rates. What 
goes into this equation? An intercept (not important), TWAGE, 
with a coe££icient that is quite signi£icant, and TUN EM, with an 
even more signi£icant and weightier coe££icient. This is the 
best equation generated in all o£ the regression analysis. 
Ohio's suicide rate, on the other hand, is the best o£ the 
available ones £or it, but it comes nowhere near the signi£icance 
o£ the one £or TNSR. 
For the homicide rates TNHR and TOHR, the case is not nearly 
as clear cut. The best equation £or TNHR involves TUNEM and 
CHWAGE, though TUNEM is weighted more heavily. The r is .34, so 
about a third o£ the change in the national homicide rate can be 
explained with this equation, which has a high standard error 
(bad), but a relatively low F term (good). TOHR a££ords a 
problem, because there are seemingly two equivalent (in terms o£ 
signi£icance) equations. One involves CHWAGE and CHUNEM, the 
other TUN EM and CHWAGE, but neither explains more than 4Y. o£ the 
changes in Ohio's homicide rate. 
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CONCLUSIONS: 
a. Deaths can, to a degree, be attributed to economic zactors. 
b. Deaths (THDR, TODR) are dependent on the wage change that 
occurred zrom last year to the present more than they are on 
current unemployment. 
c. This test shows that homicides are not at all closely 
related to these economic variables. There must be others 
I've missed or they Just aren't related to economic zactors. 
d. Hone oz the Ohio equations are very good, largely because 
the determining variables are national, and what are needed 
(not available, though) is local economic data. 
e. The national suicide rate is provided with the best equation 
zor any death variable here, and it rests mainly on current 
changes in the unemployment rate. 
f. The suicide rate also rests, to a lesser degree, on current 
wage changes. Altogether, suicide is a reaction to economic 
zorces that occur within one year. 
g. Economic factors cannot explain all deaths. The best 
equation doesn't even explain half of all suicides. 
However, at least for suicide, economic zactors are a very 
large determining zactor. 
h. The suicide equation shows how important a Job is. 
SUMMARY of results: The following table is a summary of the 
results of the multiple regression tests, the more detailed 
results that this summarizes are at the end of this section. 
Basically, this table shows the four possible equations for every 
dependent (death) variable. The variable names are as explained 
above. The other terms used here are: 
a. int.ro.pt the point on the dependent variable axis (y) at 
which the equation given hits the axis when the determining 
variables (economic) are zero; 
b. B under an economic variable name gives the coefficient of 
that variable -- it shows how much influence each 
determining variable has on the dependent variables, as the 
greater number oz the two (+ or -) has the greater 
influence; 
c. 81g. T. measures the significance of the coefficients and it 
must be less than .05 to be significant; 
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d. equation gives the final equation, using the intercept, the 
coefficients, and the determining variables. 
e. R is the same as before: it measures the statistical 
explanation provided by the two variables taken together. 
The higher, the better (.10 means that the two variables 
explain lOY. of the variation in the other); 
f. S.E. stands for Standard Error, which shows how much of the 
dependent variable is not determined by the equation -- the 
standard deviation units around the regression plane. Small 
is best, ideally less than one. 
g. Sig. F. is like a t test -- it shows what degree of 
confidence one can have in the equation. Small is best, 
preferably .05 and smaller, which will afford 95Y. or more 
confidence level. 
Using the criteria Just discussed -- optimal size of r, size 
of S.E., etc. -- I've put check marks next to the best equations 
for each dependent variable. I've discussed these equations in a 
general way above, and I hope the chart, with these notes, is 
self-explanatory. 
ATTACHED is the computer generated multiple regression. Many 
thanks are due to my father and his IBM XT for helping me create 
this and analyze it. This is the raw data upon which the summary 
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C:-1L-.t~ 13E .C2817 9.60829E-03 ~ 5!t30 't 2.92~ " ('O!· '1 
C~ ~1Jr !f 1'., 
'.C.:.ns tant-. ) 
.05864 .05203 '.20874 1 .. 127 ..... ' ,-. ~ " .. :.". ;< , 
-.37~.i52 .19780 -- t .87H .. ·.) /'~P/t 
All requested vnri.:3.b12!5 a:',te r eri. 
1/6 / 87 SPSS/F'C Pel",,,;;., l.n 
MU LTIPLE REO RES DI n N 
Equc:otic·o ,Jumber' 10 Dependent Variable •• 
Be gill"irllJ Block n'Jmbel- 1. ~lethod: Entm-
~~.~; ic.,ble(s) Enter-Ed o n S ·tep Number-
1 . . CHi·!ilDE 
..;;. • CHlJlIEtl 
I';ul t Lpl e H 
F~ SqLlaf"E' 
Ad ,~ 'Jsted R Squal e 
St8.ndal d E,-,- e,r 












Sum o 'f SqL~ ''::'I- es 
.81,9 11 
Sig,-,if F . ' ,l b7 
CHUNEM 
r1c.·r"?l )'l f3qll.:· "':: 
.i:·345(.=1 
.lf2~)l·1{. 
1-' U L. r I F' L ::; F'E:GF'(· ['~: o Ii 
Eq:....t r::; t io .. , tJurnblF:f 10 Depe0deot V~riobJv • • T[1SP 
'.'/,,:\i-i~blE B SE B T f3 i.~! 'f 
CI IWAO~ 9.32233~E -03 7.46940E·-03 1 .. CI..8 .l:C " ~ 1 
CHU:-!Ef i .. 03985 .. 0'+0/+5 "r:'8~:; .. 3:::: ~: ;I 
(C..:.nst~f.t) -.09:-3 1'7 .153':.'7 " .. • b:J8 .. 5[~3b 
E,ld Elc·.:.:k Nl.I'l.b ~ 1 
1 b/8""; SPSS;PS P~1 ~?52 t.(1 
I:: r [ . R to G S I (I II 
'TNt IF 
CH!ltl["1 
'-)a r 1 .-:1b 1 e ( 3. l En h -'?red on Stf',!P tJuRlbe r 
1. . CHJ,.J.'-.GE 
2. . CHUNn! 
~ " . .. : 
" 
I , ." 
I1ULTIPLE REG RES S IO N 
Equation Numb~r 11 Dependent Variable._ TNHR 
Begiuning Block I'lulnbp.I- 1. MI?t.hod: En '·e,· CHUNEM ORJAOE 
Vari~ble (s) Entered on Step Number 
1.. CH~JAGE 
2. • CHUNEtl 
nul t ip IE? F< 
R Sqll !?\!' E~ 
rid jus ted F< SqLHlr"e 
Standt:"!\T d E,-r Cq-
.43720 
• .1 9.114 
.13123 
1.21596 
Analysis of Var iance 





.. * .* * 




SLim (If Sql.la,- es 
9. f t3383 
39. 9208 i , 
SIgn if F . 057 1 
Mean Squ £ci- e 
4.716'11 
1.47355 
SPSS/PC Release 1.0 
I1UL TIPLE REO RES S ~ 0 N 
Dependent Variable .. TNHR 














.47977 2 .. 5 0 8 
.15208 .79~j 
-1.178 
End Blc·ck th., .. ber Al l requested variables entered. 
1/6 / 87 SPSS/PC F:elease 1.0 
* * * * M U L TIP L E REG RES S t O N 
Equatic." tlL'n:ber 12 Dependent Variable •. 
I. 
Vari3ble(s) Entered on Step Number 
1.. CHI-IAGE 
2 . . CHutIE~1 
r·~u 1 -t. i pIe R 
F: SqL\~~f· e 
Adjusted R Square 
Scanda,-d E,- rol-
















Sum (I f Sqt.I,rn-es 
~ 69060 
18 . 8280f~ 
Me~3n Squr:n-e 
.31.530 
. 49517 . 6 149 
1/6/E7 SF·SS/PC Rf:~ l EcJ o;,.:r::: 1.0 
11 U L T I F' L E REG RES SID N 
Equation ~Jv/nber 12 Depe-:nt1en t; Va .. · i fib I ::? ~ TrlHR 
.------ ---.-- - .- ---- .-- -.- V.:-\"-iables in the E.q uClt.: i\:ln .. -------------.- ---.---.-
V~I-iable B SE B Bet .;:\ T S ·.g r 
CHtJAGE -8.7009 l ,E-03 8. 99B<',2E ···03 -- . 2(1;:')0 1 -- .. 9 (:/7 .. ~)!~ L.'" P 
CfIL'NEr'1 -9.69'f3'7E-03 .04873 - . Old~7 -- .199 .. U':~:~B 
(Cc1nst:ant ) .10279 .18525 1I::"t::"r:"" • •• J....J ...... . ~, 83~-; 
1/6/ 87 SPSS / PC RelaHsB 1.0 
I1ULTIPLE R F G n E S S ION 
E::l'-Ic..t, ·[ ("_, .·1 :"-j'.J'"l.·er 13 Dependent Var i"ble .• TOiJR 
TlJI1Er1 CHI·/i.)CE 
V~r i~bJ e ( ~ ) Entered on Step ~l,tn,b er 
1 • • TllrJf,n 
;0;" .J';lfJB.G~. 
Pi:-)oe 2 "t 






1/6/:.37 SPSS/PC ReID" _'" 1.0 
.. !+ "* * REG RES SI D N 
cql..~?l.tion Number 13 Dependent Var i ab Ie .. TODR 
rlIIJDI ' 
V~H~i able(=) Entel-ed tin Step l'htnlbf.?r 
1. • TlINr::t1 
2.. CH~IAGE 
I 'iu.1 ·t i. p l.? F: 
R SqL''':-'l C! 






An~ly$is of Variance 
R2g,-e==ic;.n 




.. * .~ * 




SLIm of S'll'~l-eS 
13.50::JL'2 
34 .. 890 t .5 
Signif r .0121 
M~an Squ .. :,..r f~ 
6 .. 7~.jlbl 
1.2922" 
SF-SS/PC Re I ease 1.0, 
N UL TIP L E REG R ES BID N 
Dependent \,'131- i ab 1 e .... TO Of, 
------.... ---.-- ----.-- .... 'ari~bles in the Equat i.on -----.---.------ .. . . 




'- .10835 • 061 O'~ -.2'"}B47 ·'1.7"7!, .. (137 1 .. 
- . 02511 .01141 -.37030 - 2 .. 200 
.22107 .23874 .926 
End Block Numbe r All requested v ar iables entered . . 
1/6/87' SF-SS/PC Release 1.0 
* ,. * * r1 ULTIPLE REG RES S ION 
EquatiDn'Number 14 Dependent Va,-iable •• nmn , 
Begirn,illg Block Numne\- 1 • r'letheod: En te r TUNEt-l 
Vt.=\jRieoble(;:. ) Elltered c.n Step NlImb t~ r 











Analys15 o 'f ValRiance 
DF 
Reqr==sion 
F:~s i dl.la 1 
2 
27 
Sum elf Squ.:~n'-f?5 
9.5l .996 
36.36204 
t1e,':\11 Squc:\ r e 
l •• 77 /,9 8 
1.3'.67 /, 
F = 3.5455B !3ignif F 
1 /6/ 87 SPSS/F'C Re leAse 1 .0 
M U L T I F' L E REO R ~ S S rO N 
Equa ti c" , Numbe r lit Dep e ndent Vari~ble .. TNOR 




-.(1f-J270 . ('62 37 .2'3:"'7(' 1 . 3 26 
.• (>22,,3 .01165 - .33t:;h t -1 .c;P5 
. 12187 .2i+ 3'73 .. ~(j!) 
All requested v~riab!cs entered. 
1/6; 87 srss/Pc nele~~~ 1.0 
* * if- "* ttULT IPLE REG RES SI D N 
Dependent Variable .• 






r' , ,I' 
\f, •.• ! 
- JI 3i 
* .. * * NUL TIP L E REG R ES S J ON 
Equati Qn tJumber 15 Dependent Variable .. TNSR 
TUrlF~1 
~'ar i "h.1 e (s) En tered on Step Number 
1.. TUt-!D1 
2 .. CH~JAGE 
fj,., .:i l,10 P 
r·: ~ .iqll ,'I f· 
Adj us ted R Squat 'e 
·S ta.nd~r d Erccq-
~ b73/.,8 
• i-l ~::' :J7'? 
.41331 
."/5685 
An31ysis clf Val'lance 
OF Sum of SqUt'),·r·:s 
12.8481.4 
15.46623 







Equation Nunlber 15 
2 
27 
Signi -f F .0003 
SF'SS/PC Relen5e 1.0 
NU L TIP L E REG R ES S ID N 
Dependent Variable •. TNSR 
- -- -- - --.------- - -- Vari~bl~s i n the Equatio" --- ----------------- -
~"' ~.-i i..~ l:;lE B SE [I Be ta T 5 ·'9 T 
TUi.!Etl 
CHIJAGE 
.14228 • (11,067 .51237 3 . I,t f1'3 • (H:.I 16 
.017c~1 7. 5987~,E-03 .3:116,] 2.26/+ 
\ CO 11Z t :. il t ) -.27713 .15895 · -1.7<,3 
E n d BlCo~:k Numbei- All reque s ted variables enter~cl. 
1/6.' S7 SPSS/PC Rele,"se 1.0 
!It * 'M- ". t1U LTIPLE REG RES SI D N 
Equation Number 16 Dependent Variable .. 
1. MethDd: Enter 
Vari~t\le(s) Entered on Step Number 
1.. TunEr I 
2.. CHLJAGE 
nl'l tip 1 '" R 
F; SqU:;:'lI~ 
Adjusted R Square 
Stand.;;tfd E.-ceo,· 















Sum of SqLl8,-e:::: 
1 .. t,3(159 
12.21107 
r'J ec-n Squ-~,\" e 
• 815::l(' 
yt.5226 
1 ~ a(J~~71 Signif F • tFJ41 
1 / 6/87 SPSS/PC Rel",ase 1.0 
t'lIJ LTIF'LE f;:E GFE S~~ o II 
D~penden~ Variable ... Tosn 
----.. -- -- -- _.-- - - --.-- Vdl-i ~bl as in the Equation - --. . --- - - - ---.--- .. 
TUrJFri 
CHL:I',GE 
(CCII'S. t a; ' t: ) 
l i b/Hi 
B SE E: 
3 .. 5,:!9376l: -03 6 .. 7:; 19~~E .- O :.l .09731 
- .. 0:3807 
H U L T J F L E 
1. HE~thod: Ente,-
V~ri~~ ]e (s) Erlt~r~d 
1.. TI:tlD', 
2. . CHIJ?GE 
, GIg T 
1 .. 6 / .. 8 
• !52~:J 
- .. 2 7(1 
TU~Ett 
.1.110 
_ t.,-} ~''-• 
_ '7r:: ~.:' '-:; 
,/, " -' -'/ 
.., 
, . .. " J .? 
"',-
"" 
. {/ 3j' 
I ·.I ~· I . ~ •. : .' 
~IU LTIPL E REG R ES S I 0 H 
Equation tlumhe,- 17 Depe'ndent Variable •• TtJHR 
1. Method: Enter TIJN~n 
Variable(sl Entered on Ste~ Number 
1 • • 'TUtJEr-: 
2.. CH~JAGE 
t'l" 1 tip Ie- H 
F: :;qu~"·, I·' 
Adj4,.l!";: ted F: Squ~r' e 
S t:andaf d E,-j-cq-





.M- .M- ·If * 
Equation tillmbe,- 17 
.~·7909 
~ • I :-=t::i: V, 





Slim CI f SqllEll-t?S 
16.55057 
32.8·)410 
Signif F .0040 
SPSS/PC Release 1.0 
1.21497 
NU LTIPLE REG RES SID N 
Dependent Variable •• 














.4159/ .. 2.57 1 .• 
.31560 1 .953 
· · .951 
Enj Block Humber All requested variables enter"ed . 
1/6/ 87 SF'SS/PC Releaso 1.0 
* ·If * * t1ULTIF'LE REG RES SID N 
Eq ... d t i on rlumbel- 18 Dependent Va,- i ab 1 e •• TOHR 
1. TUNEti 
Variabla(s) Erlt~red ~n Step Number 
1.. • TU~JEt1 
2.. CHl·JAGE 
nc.l tip 1 e F: 
R SqLI~. f e 
HdjL.sted R Square 
Standard El-i-Q( 





















.47536 Signif F .6268 
1/6/87 SPSS/PC ReleAse 1.0 
t1ULTIPLE REG RES S ION 
Equatic.'11 r·Jl.Imber 18 Dependent Vari2ble . . TClHR 
------------.----.. --. V~I' i~ble5 in t.hE: Equ.::\tir'l1 -----.. -.-.------- .-- _.- --
Vari&bJe B SE B Betc?\ T Sig T 
Tl.lna1 -1.,:,t727F.- (13 . '..1'.491 ·- 7.01:::iE····03 --.036 .971!~ 
Ci-l.JAGE -7.B6607E 03 8.38998E-03 - . 1[1, '.',3 -.'~38 .:.J56D 
(Cf..)·11;5 t.;\ I-It) .09052 .17551 .!'i 1 t. .6I':l ,,"=: 
1/6/87 SPSS/PC Relea 5 e 1.0 
11lJLTIPLE REG R ES S ION 
Oependent Vari~ll1e .• TODF: 
1. M~thod: Ent~" CtiUNEt1 
'!ariable(s) Entered on St"P Numb~r 
1.. TWlGE 
2.. CHUt·JFM 
P~ ':'1P 3·S 
r' fl' li~" . ' } 
M 1I L TIP L E REG RES S ID N 
D~pendent Variable .• TODF: 
[cegiIHIJ.ng Ble.ek Nucnbe .. - 1. Method: Enter CHUNEM TW{ii~E 
Variable(s) Entered on St~p Numb~r 
1. • TlJAGE 
c.. CHUI"-JF~l 
l"lu 1 tIP 1 '" fC' 
F: Sqll."1 e 
AdjuSt0d R Squa\-e 












Sum of Squ':H'es 
5 .. 46150 
42.93208 
Signif F .l'ta6 




tl ULTli"LE' fl E G RES S IO N 
Dependent VariabIR •• TODR 
B 5E B Beta T Sig 1 
~~·!4GE 
CH1JNEt-1 
(Con::· ti::lll t ) 
.02221 .01236 .33206 1.778 • t)C~'~~ 
.05345 .0678Lt .14553 .788 
-.34696 .27268 '-I .272 
All requested variable~ ent~red. 
lib/a; SPss/pc F:elease 1.0 
t1UL TIPLE PEG RES S IO N 
Dependent Variable . • nmr:: 
1. MethDd: Enter CHUNEN 
Var~ i ab 1 e (s) Erltered c1n Step NUfIlbel-
1.. HJ':1I3E 
2.. CHUIJEtl 
r1u 1 tip 1 e F: 
F: Squa,-e 
Ad jUs ted F: Square 






• ~""1 t! 1 
Anaolysi5 Co"f Va.)-iance 
DF 
RE'gr'2S= j L·n 
Residua l 
2 






F = 1 . 37467 Signif F .2701 
1/6,87 SPSS/PC R~lease 1.0 
NUL T I F' L E F: E G P ES S 1 fJ t/ 
Depertde~t Variahle .• nmr: 
------.-.--------------- Varia.ble~:. in the Eql.li.'tioi1 .. --- -,-------"----.----.-. 
Va.l- iab 1 '= B SE B B"?ti-\ T SilJ 1 
H!''oGE .01957 .01 2t7 .. 30038 t .. 60n: 
, 1--''5 
CHLJt,Ei1 .. f){t726 • ("~:li~)a3 1::i2 1 1 .. 707 .. ':1·8~,~ • 
(CC'lISt-3llt ) -.37822 " 2686L• -, 1 _i~08 1 ~·~)r. 
1I6:S-:: SFSS/PC Release 1.0 
t'I U L TIP l. E REG RES S ION 
HJSR. 
1. r,,;:·t.hori, Fnt.~I·· fl"-,GL 




• . t.' 
If:S).. -
MULTIPLE REG RES S ION 
Equatio" Number 21 Dependent Variable .. TtISR 
Beginni !'\g BlOCK NUlober 
Va.ri~b l e(~) Ente.-ed eon Step ~hJmbe,-
1.. TWnJE 
2.. CHW-IE:-1 
t-Iu 1 t -, [1 1 " r': 
R 5qu~l-r;:o 
Adjusted R SqlJal-e 
Sta.nrJ:3l d EI-r o'c 





Equation tlumber- 21 
.(15099 
.orli?t..O 





Sum clf Eqt..i <:" ,-es 
.07361 
2:=!.24106 
Signif F .9655 
He "1n Sqor:-~-P 
.O~:J680 
1.0':.597 
SPSS/PC Rele.se 1.0 
t1ULTIPLE REd RES S IO N 
Dependent Vari~ble •. TtISR 
- .------". ' ------- -. - - Va)-iables in the Equed; ion - .-.- . - .---- --- - -. - - .• "-- -. 
') 3. 1- i Cib] e B BE r. B,ot" T Siq 1 
iL..IASE E. 383')34E -03 .01(/)2 .Ol.:t657 .233 .. Bt :"T;' 
C: ' IUi':r=~' l 3.83526:-03 . (155('2 -.01365 -.070 
~ ~~.::Hi:st.;\l1t ) -.('78-'+8 .2E116 --.355 
All requested variablps en~ered. 
1.'6/87 SPSS/PC RelDRse 1.0 
No * * * I1 ULTIPLE REO RES S ION 
Depe~dent VilrinbleO'. TOSR 
CHurn::t1 
Variablelsl Entered on Step Number 
1.. HJAGE 
2.. CHUNEM 
Mul ti p le R .39 972 
R Sql .t5! e 
Adju~ ted R SqtJaa-~ 




.. r.' t+l .. :-;" 






Sum of Squa.··cs 
2.21154 
11.63012 
Mec.,n Squ.a~- e 
1.10577 
.43075 
F = 2.56711 Signif F .0954 
1I6 / S-; SPSS/PC Release 1.0 
11 U L T I F' L E F: E G PES S I 0 I I 
Dependent Variable •• TOSR 
----- - --------- --- Variables in the Equation - --- - - - --- -------. 
l./ariable B SE B [let", T ~:iq T 
nJAGE -.01417 6.43167E-03 ··O'3"?!,O5 -2.~')3 .1)3.~3 
CHLINEil 3 . 382265E - -03 .03531 • 017;~2 .. 096 .. 7 2 l t l -t-
(COI\St:;~I't) .17401 .14192 1.226 .230 7 
All requesterl YSI"i3bles entered. 
1/6 / 37 SPSS/pc neleRs e 1.0 
I'1 ULTIPLE REG R ES 5 JO N 
Eq'.l atie,n NUr;lber 2 3 Depend~nt Variable_. TNHR 
1. 11ethc.d: EntE'l· CHUI-IEI1 Tl·I{\GE 
• ... 'ar 1 a.b) E ~ $) Elltel-ed ':tl' S t:ep Nllmbc. 
1 . . lW-,GE 
2 _ . CHUilEtl 
1/6 / 37 SPSS/PC 1::.,1 ea se J. () 
I'I U LTIPLE REG RES S I O N 
EquatiDn Number 23 Dependent Variable .• TNHR 
1. Method: Enter CHUtiEM nJAGC 
· ... 'a.- iable ( :::) Elltel- ed on Step N~lmbe,.-
1. • IT!.<',GE 
2.. CHUNEtl 
t1" II i pl. :' r: 
F: ~q\l.31'-:: 
.:id jus t:ed E !3qlJ l3 l"e 
Standal-d E,-cc.r 












Sum of .Squ';)l"eS 
.13542 
1,9.21924 




SPSS/PC Release 1.0 
NUL TIP L E REG RES S I ON 
D~pendent Variable .. Tt.lHR 
Variables in the Equation -----------.-------
'..'al- iable B SE B Deta T Gig T 
T~~riSE. -1 .8905IE·-04 .01323 -2.79BE-03 -.01'.,. .9887 
CFL'i :~'-'1 - .. 0 1960 .1)7263 '-.05285 -.2'70 
<CQtiS~="lt ) .06333 .29196 .217 
End Bl~~k Number All requested vari~bles entered. 
1 ,-- 6 / 37 SPSS/PC Rele<l s e 1.0 
Jo: "*' '* * t1ULTIPLE REG RES S t O N 
Dep~ndent V~ri~ble .• TOHR 
1. t1,,~hDd: Ent:e,.- CHUtIEt-! 
', .. ' ~ri.:3h Jp. (s) Entel-E·d on step Numbel-
t.. .. Tt!tiGE 
2. • CHUt IEr 1 
t~Ll l tip Ie R 
F: SquC\ c e 
Adjusted R Square 
Standard E .. -\- or· 
.OlISl') 

















~ 02751 Sign if F .9729 
1 / 6 / E7 SPSSIPC Relea se t.O 
M U L T I f' L E REG RES S I 0 ~ 
Dependent Vari~ble .• lmm 
Vari a ::'l" B SE EI T Big" 
TWASE -3.17796E-04 8.32366E-03 -7.4S0C - 03 
CHUl"·lEn .OtOO:l .04569 . o!.t 306 
{Ce'>lst""ti o.109092E-03 .18367 
All request p d '~~ri~bles &ntered. 
1/6/ 87 SPSS/PC R.leABe 1 .0 
\' 
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